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Ole  Miss  BSU  students 
befriend  Children’s  Village  kids 


UNIVERSITY  —  As  the  cars 
roll  to  a  stop  in  the  driveway,  chil¬ 
dren  stream  from  every  portal  at 
Reedy  Acres  in  Water  Valley,  one 
of  five  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
branches  in  Mississippi. 

Greeting  the  children  with  a 
high  five,  a  hug,  or  a  friendly  tou¬ 
sle  of  the  hair  are  students  from 
the  University  of  Mississippi’s 
Biqrtist  Student  Unido  (BSU). 

Within  a  few  moments,  the 
throng  has  broken  into  smaller, 
more  personal  two-  and  three¬ 
somes.  Some  play  catch  and  amble 
around  a  smidl  lake  as  they  chat, 
while  others  help  the  children 
buckle  down  to  their  homework. 

Each  week  lS-20  students  from 
the  BSU  visit  Reedy  Acres,  volun¬ 
teering  to  spend  the  afternoon  with 
the  young  residents  there.  During 
thei(  visits,  the  college  students 
offer  help  wifti  homework  or  an 
aflemooD  of  fun.  But,  most  impm- 
tantly,  they  provide  friendswp, 
time,  and  attention  —  things  many  . 
of  the  children  at  Reedy  Acres 
haven’t  seen  much  of.  ' 

The  facility  is/a  group>home  for 
abused,  neglected,  and  dependent 
childien  ages  2-18.  Altfaou^  it  is 
sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Biq>- 
tist  Convention,  the  home  accepts 
children  from  a  wide  variety  of 
backgrounds. 

“We  provide  a  [Hace  when,  for 
whatever  reason,  a  child  can  no 
longer  live  at  home,’’  said  Donna 
Brown,  the  licensed  social  worker 
at  the  home. 

Brown  has  nothing  but  praise 
for  the  efforts  of  the  Ole  Mi^  stu¬ 
dents.  “They  have  really  been  an 


By  EUen  Meacham  Gentry 

asset  to  our  program  arul  serve  as 
good  positive  role  models  for  our 
childr^  I  think  it  makes  tibe  diil- 
dren  feel  more  accrated  and  confi¬ 
dent  because  the  BSU  students 
recognize  them  as  individuals  with 
special  talents  and  abilities.’’ 

According  to  Keith  Coating, 
BSU  diiector,  die  weekly  program 
grew  out  of  a  need  noticed  by  a 
student  working  on  his  social 
work  degree  about  five  years  ago. 

.“It’s  turned  out  to  have  great 
potential  for  ministry.  The  pro-/ 
gram  helps  our  students  under¬ 
stand  the  concept  of  servant  lead¬ 
ership,  where  you  give  without 
expebting  to  get  anything  back 
from  it,”  he  said. 

Although  the  students  may 
begin  their  service  without  expect¬ 
ing  much  in  retun^  the  Ole  Nfiss 
students  soon  build  rewarding 
relationships  wjth  the  children, 
according  to  Kem  Head  of  Savan¬ 
nah,  Ga.,  who  serves  as  BSU 
dudiman  for  local  missioas. 

“Thursday  is  my  favorite  day  of 
the  week  now,  and  I  hear  other 
students  saying  the  same  thing. 
After  they  go  out  there  a  few 
times,  most  of  diem  become  really 
dedicated  to  the  kids.  They 
wouldn’t  miss  a  trip  out  diere  for 
the  worid,”  Head  said. 

The  director  also  credits  the 
program  for  broadening  the  hori¬ 
zons  of  both  the  chUdren  and  the 
BSU.students.  “The  children  at  die 
home  get  a  chance  to  know  some 
sharp  college  students  who  are 
committed  to  Christ,  and  our  stu¬ 
dents  learn  more  about  what  it’s 
like  to  come  from  a  less  than  ideal 


home  situation.” 

Brown  seconds  Gating ’s  obser¬ 
vation.  “Through  the  relationships 
that  are  built  with  the  duldien,  tte 
students  expose  them  to  the  joys 
and  struggles  of  college  life,  giv¬ 
ing  them  a  more  realise  i^a  of 
life  after  high  school,”  she  said. 

In  addition  to  the  weekly  visits, 
the  BSU  students  also  plan  a 
Christmas  party  at  their  center  on 
campus  each  year,  as  well  as  pur¬ 
chase  tickets  for  the  group  to 
attend  college  spotting  events.  The 
.Ole  Miss  students  are  also  wmk- 
ing  on  more  formally  matching 
themselves  with  the  children  in  a 
Big  Brotber/Big  Sister  type  pro¬ 
gram. 

“It  really  does  your  heart  good 
to-  see  bow  much  these  students 
care.  I  know  how  hard  college  is, 
and  yet  they  take  the  time  to  visit 
with  these  childien.  It  midtes  jnc 
fed  good  about  die  finore  ^ihen  1 
see  young  people  like  these  BSU 
studeids,”  said  BrowiL 

However,  for  Head  and  the 
other  students,  the  rewards  are  far 
greater  than  the  time  and  effort 
extended. 

“Although  each  of  us  connects 
with  the  children  at  different 
points,  whether  the  kid  reminds 
you  of  your  little  brother  or  you 
both  like  ^rts  or  art,  the  leladon- 
ship  grows  until  you  can’t  imagine 
doing  anything  else  on  Tbur^ay 
afternoons.  Now,  it’s  not  just  a 
responsibility,  it’s  become  part  of 
who  I  am,”  said  Head. 

Gentry  is  staff  writer  with  the 
University  News  Seiwice,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  MississippL 


As  part  ot  thf  local  missions  prof  ram  of  the  University  of  Mississip- 
pPs  Baptist  Student  Union,  StaphaiHf  Boors  of  Tupolo  Ooft)  talks  with  a 
resident  of  Reedy  Acres,  the  Water  Vail^  branch  campus  of  the  Missis-^ 
sippi  Baptist  Children’s  Village.  Students  from  the  Ole  Miss  BSU  visit  the' 
group  home  weekly.  In  addition,  the  BSU  also  sponsors  an  annual  Christ¬ 
mas  parly  and  escorts  the  children  to  sporting  events  on  the  Oxford  cam¬ 
pus  throughout  the  year. 

School  participants  report  19 
professions  of  faith  in  Georgia 


,  ATLANTA  (BP)  —  An  aftei- 
no<m  of  door-to-door  witnessing 
lesulted  ih  19  profe^ons  of  faith 
during  a  Home  Mission  Board 
school  of  evai^lism  and  church 
growth. 

Of  486  pe<^le  who  registered 
for  the  May  conference,  130  par- 
tic^ated  in  the  evangehkic  enort, 
said  Stan  Qark,  HMB  volunteer 
evangelism  consultant.  Woridng  in 
V  teams,  they  presented  the  gospel 
109  times,  enrolled  six  people  in 
Bible  study,  and  discovered  160 
proqiects  for  local  churches. 

Rene  Houle,  pastor  of  First 
Southern  Baptist  Church,  Hender¬ 
son,  Nev.,  led  two  foreign 
exchange  students  to  professions 
of  faith  in  Christ.  One  student  was 
from  Poland  and  the  other  from 


Australia,  he  said.  They  ttdd  Houle 
that  the  gospel  had  never  been 
ex|dained  to  mem. 

Jerry  Pipes,  HMB  associate 
director  of  personal  evangelism, 
led  three  high  school  students  to 
Christ.  After  one  girl  made  a  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith,  P^s  asked  if  she 
knew  anyone  else  who  needed  to 
make  the  same  decision.  At  mat 
time,  two  of  her  friends  came  to 
the  tiouse  arid  they  .also  made  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faim. 

Ten  professions  of  faim  were 
reported  by  volunteers  working , 
with  Mount  Zion  Church,  Snell- 
ville,  Ga.  Church  members  started 
foUow-up  with  the  new  Christians 
less  than  48  hours  after  their  con¬ 
version,  said  Herb  Long,  associate 
pastor. 


The  sexual  abstinence  message  gain- 
^  ing  wide  acceptance  through  pro- 
grams  such  as  Southern  Baptists’ 
,  “True  Love  Waits”  campaign 

”  \  ^  apparently  hasn’t  aunk  in  with 

school  administrators  in  Massa- 
chusetts.  Parents  of  a  Lexington 
High  School  student  have  charged 
censorship  over  the  refusal  of  the 
school’s  new^aper  to  print  an  abstinence  ad  submitted  by 
their  son.  The  newspaper's  faculty  advisor  informed  the  stu¬ 
dent  that  his  abstinence  message  was  “objectionable”  —  in  a 
school  that  has  officially  dispensed  condoms  to  students 
since  May  1992.  The  parents  and  their  son  have  filed  a  First 
Amendment  lawsuit  and  enlisted  the  conservative  legal- 
rights  group,  Rutherford  Institute,  to  help  them  compel  the 
school  to  ran  the  “politically  iiKonect”  ad. 


Charlie  Daniels,  whose  distinctly  Southem-Qavoied  rock 
’n  roll  has  topped  record  charts  for  more  than  two  decades, 
understands  that  some  people  will  be  skqptical  about  his  first 
gospel  album.  The  Door.  “There'll  be  some  people  who’ll 
think  I’m  not  particularly  the  kind  a[  person  who  should  be 
doing  a  go^l  album.  I’ve  professed  Christianity  for  a  long 
time.  I’ve  not  always  lived  up  to  it  by  any  means,  but  I’ve 
never  made  a  secret  0[  my  beliefs,”  he  told  CCM  magazine. 

The  eternal  question,  “Where’s  the  beef?”  may  be 
answered  when  Zondervan  Publishing  Company  releases  in 
August  the  new  book  by  Wendy’s  restaurants  founder  Dave 
Thomas.  'Thomas  filled  the  bo<A  with  inspirational  stories 
and  anecdotes  to  communicate  his  life  philosophy:  work 
hard,  live  right,  and  you  can  be  anything  you  want.  Publish¬ 
er  Scott  Bolinder  said,  “We’ll  have  the  opportunity  to  see 
how  a  nice  guy  like  Dave...  retains  his  charm  and  personal 
Christian  faith.” 


First  Church,  Long  Beach,  begins  “Operation  Word”  to 
introduce  non-Christians  to  the  gospel  through  a  study  of  the 
book  of  John.  Over  200  members  go  door-to-door,  distribut¬ 
ing  4,000  booklets  and  identifying  more  than  700  prospects. 


20  years  ago 


'  The  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  return  from  a  tour  of 
Brazil,  Columbia,  and  Venezuela,  where  they  sang  before 
overflow  crowds  at  six  churches,  two  high  schools,  a 
Catholic  university,  and  a  Biqitist  seminary. 


50  years  ago 


John  H.  Buchanan,  Blue  Mountain  native  and  1910  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  graduate,  delivers  what  many  hail  as  “one  of 
our  greatest  convention  sermons”  at  the  opening  session  of 
the  1944  Atlanta  Southern  Baptist  Convention  meeting. 


Editor’s  Notebook, 


:Guy  Henderson 


Without  restriction 


Natchez  has  to  be  one  of  the 
more  interesting  cities  in  Dixie.  It 
is  far  more  than  a  moss-covered 
Scarlet-and-Rhett  antebellum 
beauty.  The  casino  business  has 
provided  a  bonanza  for  some 
newspapers,  television  stations,- 
and  billboard  advertisers.  A  news¬ 
paper,  the  Natchez  Democrat, 
serves  the  area  and  does  a  com¬ 
mendable  job. 

Recently  the  paper  reported 
that  the  Salvation  Army  in 
Natchez  and  Adams  County  has 
seen  an  alarming  increase  in  case 
loads.  The  number  of  needy  fami¬ 
ly  cases  rose  a  whopping  429%  in 
the  12  months  after  the  casino 
began  operations.  The  paper 
thanked  the  Salvation  Army  for 
beginning  a  Gamblers  Anonymous 
chapter  and  then  expressed  grati¬ 
tude  to  Lady  Luck  Casino  for  pro¬ 
viding  the  information  needed  to 
establish  the  chapter.  That  is  akin 
to  the  casino  holding  the  mirror  so 
the  community  can  better  cut  her 
own  throat. 

Gambling  is  said  to  be  legal; 
thus,  according  to  the  Democrat, 


we  need  to  educate  the  public  on 
the  pitfalls  of  gambling.  This  edu¬ 
cation  campaign  would  corre¬ 
spond  to  the  warning  labels  on 
cigarettes  or  alcohol.  Education 
and  moderation  should  be  in 
vogue  rather  than  pointing  a  finger 
of  blame. 

T^  Democrat  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended  for  publishing  the  report 
and  for  an  editorial  addressing  the 
issue. 

The  Magix>lia  State  now  has  22 
existing  casinos  and  49  pending 
applications.  We  ate  second  only 
to  Nevada  in  the  number  of  gaml> 
ling  establishments,  having  sup¬ 
planted  New  Jersey  this  year.  We 
pay  a  huge  price,  while  Las  Vegas 
and  New  York  investors  do  well. 

The  story  is  remembered  of  a 
high  cliff  in  England  where  people 
were  constantly  falling  off  tte  cliff 
to  be  injured  or  worse.  They  dis¬ 
cussed  long  and  loud  about  steps 
to  be  taken.  There  was  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  mattresses  placed  at  the 
bottom  to  ease  the  fall.  More 
ambulances  were  called  for,  per¬ 


haps  an  aid  station  with  a  nice 
refreshment  stand  at  the  bottom. 
Nice  little  signs  along  the  upper 
path  could  warn  travelers  of  the 
danger,  or  maybe  locals  could 
alter  the  cliff  so  they  would  only 
fall  one-third  of  the  way,  slide  a 
little,  and  then  fall  another  third 
until  they  had  completed  the  falL 

Surely  education  and  action 
would  be  adequate  to  meet  the 
need,  the  residents  argued.  What 
about  building  a  strong  fence  at 
the  top?  No,  never.  They  would  be 
infringing  on  the  bikers’  freedom. 
Moreover,  there  was  no  law  pro¬ 
hibiting  a  free  fall  from  the  cliff, 
not  to  mention  the  jobs  which 
were  provided  through  medical 
services  and  lefieshment  stands. 

The  Democrat  noted 
“progress”  was  made  in  the  pro¬ 
posal  to  add  two  more  casinos  to 
Natchez.  And  “great  encourage¬ 
ment”  was  seen  in  that  some  coun¬ 
ties  taxed  the  casinos  and  turned 
over  some  of  that  revenue  to  agen¬ 
cies  which  would  provide  the  ser¬ 
vices  at  the  bottom  of  the  cliff. 


the 

ground 


is  wondrously  level 
at  the  foot  of  the  cross 
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BAPTIST  JOINT  COMMITTEE 


Observe  Religious  Liberty  Day,  June  5  fragment! 


Quintessential  democracy.  The 
baseline  for  church  polity  and  poli¬ 
tics.  A  consistent  corollary  for  the 
competence  of  the  individual 
before  God.  A  Baptist  distinctive 
or  hang-up  cantankerousness. 

One  or  all  of  those  phrases  fits 
the  affirmation  that  “all  believers 
have  a  right  to  ^ual  privileges  in 
the  church.”  It  is  elemental:  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  starts  at  home.  It  is  a 
revolutionary  doctrine.  It’s  an  idea 
to  which  most  free  church  adher¬ 
ents  pay  lip  service.  Edgar  Young 
Mullins  spelled  it  out  in  a  lecture 
before  the  American  Baptist  Publi¬ 
cation  Society  in  190S. 

The  Baptist  biblical  vision  has 
not  encompassed  a>(lOctrine  of  sin¬ 
less  perfectioa  Therefore  whether 
one  takes  the  Bible  seriously,  sees 
it  as  authoritative,  or  deems  it 
inerrant,  there  is  an  instant  catalog 
of  perversions,  transgressions,  and 
fallings  short 

The  New  Testament,  for 
instance,  has  more  to  say  about 
sinful  misuse  of  wealth  than  about 
heaven  and  hell  combined.  One  of 
every  10  verses  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  deals  with  greed  or  hunger  or 
poverty  and  an  appropriate 
response.  Count  ’em!  The  sins 
identified  or  implied  in  the  biblical 
record  offer  a  formidable  challenge 
to  any  advocate  of  church  purity 
arxl  evenhanded  ecclesiastic^  dis¬ 
cipline. 

So,  go  back  to  the  principle:  all 
believers  have  a  right  to  equal 


By  James  M.  Dunn 

privileges  in  the  church. 

The  same  regard  for  Scripture 
protects  one  from  believing  that 
equality  of  privilege  refers  to  an 
equality  of  spiritual  and  mental 
capacities.  Nor  does  this  rule  of 
thumb  diminish  appreciation  for 
diversity  of  gifts  aai  differences  of 
calling. 

The  right  of  direct  access  to 
God  makes  the  church  a  family. 
Brothers  and  sisters  with  a  com¬ 
mon  allegiance  to  Jesus  Christ  do 
not  take  equality  before  God  light¬ 
ly  or  as  an  excuse  fcv  self-centered 
individualism. 

The  principle  of  equal  privi¬ 
leges  in  the  ideal  chur(±  terxls  to 
curtail,  not  create.  Lone  Ranger 
religion.  “Jesus  Christ  is  Lord” 
was  the  first  confession  of  the 
church.  As  Mullins  wrote  “the  first 
and  finest  expression  of  Christ’s 
lordship  over  the  individual  believ¬ 
er  is  tte  gift  of  autonomy.”  Para¬ 
dox?  Mystery?  Yes. 

Demndenoe  on  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  serves  as  die  supreme 
safeguaM.  Christ  said  that  he  must 
go  away  in  order  for  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it  to  come.  Thus,  according  to 
Christian  doctrine,  he  exchanged 
his  presence  for  his  omnipresence. 

As  Baptists  have  practiced  the 
rights  of  all  believers,  all  papacies, 
episcopacies,  diaconates,  or  ruling 
pastors  are  like  commissions  to 
control  the  sunshine.  Shocking  are 
ad  hoc  power  {days  in  which  a  few 
individuals  conspire  to  act  for  the 


church.  Creeds  and  church  legisla¬ 
tion  are  unbiblical  barriers  between 
the  believer  and  one’s  Lord. 

Nothing  so  violates  the  basic 
nature  of  a  Baptist  church  as  the 
assumption  of  power  by  a  few.  The 
prerogative  of  congregational  con¬ 
trol  is  rooted  deep  in  the  theology 
of  individual  access  to  God  and 
polity  of  every  believer  having 
equal  privileges  in  the  church. 

Semi-baptists  always  have  tried 
their  hand  at  creeds.  There  is  a 
human  hunger  for  uniformity  and 
a  universal  temptation  to  confor- 
rflity.  A  need  for  comfort  levels 
causes  fcdk  who  know  better  to  go 
along  to  get  along.  Confrontation 
and  contention  are  avoided  at  all 
costs. 

Mullins  commented  on  creeds: 
“Creeds  are  usefiif  as  interpreta¬ 
tions  of  Scripture  at  any  particular 
period  but  so  soon  as  ttey  become 
binding  they  become  divisive. 
Laws  of  any  kind  —  those  which 
affect  the  faith  or  the  life  — 
inevitably  lead  to  mischief  in  the 
churdi.” 

For  Baptists  to  be  faithful  to  our 
own  best  insights,  for  Baptists  to 
continue  to  ch^pion  religious  lib¬ 
erty,  for  Baptists  to  be  BqMists,  we 
must  practice  freedom  in  our 
churches.  We  rue  guilty  of  high 
hypocrisy;  we  are  full-fledged 
phonies  if  we  talk  freedom  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  act  less  than  freely  at 
^urch.  Democracy  and  vital  reli¬ 
gion  share  this  ennobled  view  of 


The  information  highway 


Commuting  to  work  has  few 
rewards  apd  many  debits.  One  of 
the  few  rewards  is  that  you  have  a 
job.  Another  is  the  motorized 
nobility  which  journeys  the  same 
direction,  expressing  a  mobile 
graffiti  on  its  back  bumpers.  It 
gives  a  whole  new  meaning  to  the 
information  highway. 

There  is  “lil  Baby”  hosted  by 
a  ’S4  Plymouth  with  reflectors  on 
the  wheel  flaps.  The  political  ele¬ 
ment  is  intr^uced  by  “Rush  is 
Right”  on  the  new  pick-up  with 
bits  of  litter  flying  out  the  back. 

“Insured  by  Magnum  .357”  is  a 
real  source  of  comfort.  I  manage 
to  stq>  a  few  yards  from  his  back 
bumper.  The  puzzler  has  “How 
am  I  driving;  Call  1-800 
Moscow.”  I  ponder  this  as  “Don’t 
Laugh,  It’s  Paid  for”  wheezes  by. 

“Save  us  from  Mabus”  hasn’t 
changed  bumper  stickers  nor 

individual  freedom.  All  believers 
have  a  right  to  equal  privileges  in 
the  church. 

The  late  Brooks  Hays  liked  to 
say,  “Never  dilute  the  oil  of  anec¬ 
dote  with  the  vinegar  of  fact.”  A 
story  comes  from  the  church  that 
was  his  for  many  years.  Calvary 
Church  in  Washington,  D.C.  When 
Chief  Justice  Charles  Evans  Hugh¬ 
es  walked  the  aisle  of  the  church  to 
present  himself  for  membersh^,  a 


motor  oil  for  four  years.  1  man¬ 
aged  to  make  it  to  tte  next  traffic 
light  before  the  RV  came  by, 
sporting  two  happy  senior  adults 
and  “Spending  our  Children’s 
Inheritance”  pasted  on  the  back. 

A  ’62  Ford,  the  envy  of  naval 
smoke-laying  vessels,  invited  me 
to  crash  in  as  “My  Kids  arc  in 
College;  1  Need  the  Money.” 

Jehu  of  biblical  fame  would 
not  have  “driven  furiously”  had  he 
all  this  required  reading  on 
parade.  It’s  a  sad  day  when  a  man 
can  put  his  entire  philosophy  on 
his  back  bumper. 

The  pessimist  floor-boarded 
his  Chevy  and  passed  me  near  the 
office;  “A  Man’s  Home  is  his 
Hassle”  adorned  the  van.  I  finally 
parked  at  the  office  and  realized 
the  “reading  class”  would  contin¬ 
ue  in  eight  hours. 

—  GH 


Chinese  washerwoman  from  the 
neighborhood,  Chinatown,  came 
seeLng  membership  at  the  same 
time.  It  has  long  been  said  that  the 
pastor  commented,  “The  ground  is 
wondrously  level  at  the  foot  of  the 
cross.” 

So  it  is.  All  believers  have  a 
right  to  equal  privileges  in  the 
church. 

Dunn  is  executive  director. 
Baptist  Joint  Committee. 
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Collins:  Dilday  firing  reflects  SBC  leaders’  wishes,  not  instructions 


WATAUGA,  Texas  (ABP)  — 
A  trustee  of  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary  says  he  and  his  fellow  trustees 
were  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s 
conservative  leaders  when  they 
fired  the  seminary’s  president  but 
afterward  they  were  abandoned  by 
those  leaders. 

In  a  letter  to  eight  key  figures  in 
the  conservative  movement  — 
including  six  former  SBC  presi¬ 
dents  —  Texas  trustee  Ollin 
Collins  complains  about  their 
“strange  silence”  since  the  March 
9  firing  of  president  Russell  Dil¬ 
day. 


‘T  say  strange  silence  because  it 
just  seems  strange  that  when  we 
finally  did  what  you  men  had  been 
leading  us  to  do,  and  saying  need¬ 
ed  to  be  done  for  some  10  years 
now,  and  yet  once  it  was  done  it 
was  as  though  we  bad  lejHosy  and 
nobody  wanted  to  touch  us  or  be 
associated  with  us,”  wrote  Collins, 
acting  chaiiman  of  the  coounittee 
seeing  Dilday’s  irolacement 
“We  really  feel  like  we  have 
been  hung  out  and  left  by  ourself 
and  nobody  that  we  have  rei^cted 
has  stepped  forward”  to  show  sup- 
p<Ht,  be  wrote. 

May  9  letter  was  sent  to 


former  SBC  presidents  Jimmy 
Draper  of  Nashville,  Adrian 
Rogers  of  Memphis,  Bailey  Smith 
and  Charles  Stanley  of  Atlanta, 
Jerry  Vines  of  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
current  president  Ed  Young  of 
Houston,  and  prominent  pastors 
Homer  Lindsay  of  Jacksonville 
and  James  Merritt  of  Snellville, 
Ga.  Cq>ies  were  sent  to  trustees. 

“I  would  urge  you  on  b^talf  of 
my  fellow  trustees  to  prayerfully 
consider  making  some  kind  of  a 
public  statement  saying  that  you 
trust  us,  believe  in  the  trustee 
process,  and  urge  conservative 
Souttiem  Baptists  to  trust  us  to  be 
making  a  decision  that  is  right  for 
Southern  B^tists,”  Collins  wrote. 

Six  days  later.  Vines  declared 


his  support  for  the  firing,  saying 
trustees  “made  a  decision  which,  in 
my  personal  judgment,  was  long 
overdue.”  Vines,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Jacksmiville,  said  he  also 
spoke  for  Rogers,  Smith,  and  Stan¬ 
ley,  who  bad  authorized  him  to  say 
so.  The  pronouiKement  was  made 
in  Vines’  church  newsletter,  which 
was  mailed  to  8,000  pastns. 

Immediately  after  the  firing. 
Young,  pastor  of  Second  Church, 
Houston,  urged  Southern  Bqitists 
to  trust  the  trustee  process  at 
Southwestern,  and  Draper,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  SBC  Sunday  School 
Board,  declined  ^dfic  comment 
but  urged  prayer  for  Dilday,  the 
seminary  a^  trustees. 

In  a  May  24  interview  with 


Associated  Baptist  Press,  Collins 
denied  the  trustees  were  acting  on 
specific  instructions  to  fire  Ehlday. 
“Eadi  one  of  us  did  what  we  felt 
God  wanted  done...  but  we  knew 
there  were  leaders  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  who  felt  pleased  with  our 
action,”  be  said. 

“My  question  in  writing  the  let? 
ter  was,  ‘What  happened  to  you 
guys?’ 

“Everybody  knows  those  men  I 
wrote  were  leaders  in  seeing  that 
the  convention  move  back  to  a 
conservative  direction,”  be  contin¬ 
ued.  “While  none  of  the  leaders 
said...  ‘You  need  to  go  get  Rus¬ 
sell,’  I  knew  their  hearts.  They 
knew  years  ago  Russell  needed  to 
leave.” 
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Messengers  to  Orlando 
SBC  face  variety  of  issues 


HIS  MOTHER’S  GIFT  —  James  Carlos  Sprouse,  now  almost  3,  was 
born  to  a  20-year-old  unwed  Brazilian  maid  who  couldn’t  support  him.  “I 
have  nothing  to  give  him  but  a  Christian  family,”  his  mother  told  an  evan¬ 
gelical  missionary  visiting  her  employer  in  Macapa,  Brazil.  She  asked  the 
missionary  to  help  her  find  a  family  to  adopt  her  son.  Through  a  remark¬ 
able  chain  of  events,  God  provided  that  family  —  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Bennie  and  Ann  Sprouse  and  their  daughter  Emily.  “In  the  situa¬ 
tion  he  was  in,  Carl  had  about  a  5%  likelihood  of  not  ending  up  as  a  street 
kid,”  said  Sprouse,  from  Forest  City,  N.C.  (BP  photo) 

N’west  director  moves  to  call 
for  SWBTS  trustee  resignation 

By  Herb  Holfinger 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The 
executive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Northwest  Conveution  has  notified 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  offi¬ 
cials  be  will  make  a  motion  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  Orlando  to 
remove  the  three  trustee  officers  of 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

Cecil  C.  Sims  of  Beaverton, 
Ore.,  wrote  to  H.  Edwin  Young, 
SBC  president,  in  a  May  23  letter 
that  be  will  make  a  motion  to 
“request  the  resignation  of  the 
three  officers  of  the  trustees  ... 
chairman  Ralph  Pulley,  Texas, 
vice  chairman  Lee  Weaver,  Texas, 
and  secretary  T.  Bob  Davis, 
Texas.” 

Sims,  the  NWBC  chief  execu¬ 
tive  for  nearly  14  years  who  plans 
to  retire  this  year,  told  Young  be 
was  writing  him  to  “please  aUow 
the  motion  to  be  presented  to  the 
floor  and  please  do  not  rule  me  out 
of  order.” 

“I  have  carefully  researched  the 
SBC  constitution  atxl  bylaws  and 
the  charter  documents  of  South¬ 
western  Seminary.  I  can  find  noth¬ 
ing  which  would  suggest  the 
motion  would  be  out  of  order,” 


Sims  wrote  Young  arxl  copied  tbe- 
letter  to  Morris  H.  Cbiq>man,  presi¬ 
dent  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee, 
and  Red  Powell  of  M6ore,  Okla.. 
who  is  chairman  of  the  SBC  order 
of  business  committee. 

“My  motive  is  two-fold.  Rrst,  I 
honestly  believe  the  actions  and 
judgment  of  the  trustee  leaders  is 
such  that  they  have  betrayed  the 
trust  given  them  by  the  convention 
to  serve  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
convention  and  the  seminary,” 
Sims  wrote. 

Secondly,  “the  voice  of  dissent 
must  be  respected  and  given  an 
opportunity  to  express  itself  in 
public  forum.” 

Sims  was  philosophical  about 
hismotioa 

“I  fully  realize  this  motion 
would  not  reverse  or  change  any 
balarxre  of  power,  but  it  would  give 
the  people  an  opportunity  to 
express  their  disenchantment  or 
confirmation  of  the  actions  of  lead¬ 
ership  in  this  particular  action,”  be 
wrote. 

HolUnger  is  director  of  Bap¬ 
tist  Press. 


ORLANDO,  Ra.  (ABP)  —  A 
contested  presidential  race,  reac¬ 
tion  to  the  March  9  firing  of  a  sem¬ 
inary  president,  and  a  likely  rec¬ 
ommendation  that  mission  gifts 
from  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel¬ 
lowship  be  renised  by  agetreies  are 
among  the  issues  that  await  mes¬ 
sengers  at  the  137th  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  in  Orlando,  Ha. 

The  convention,  in  the  Orange 
County  Convention/Civic  Center, 
is  the  ninth  to  be  held  in  Horida  in 
the  15  million-member  conven¬ 
tion’s  148-year  history  and  the 
first  in  Orla^o,  the  tourist  mecca 
best  known  for  attractions  includ¬ 
ing  Sea  World  and  the  Walt  Dis¬ 
ney  World  Resort. 

But  at  least  for  three. days,  June 
14-17,  business  —  and  not  neces¬ 
sarily  pleasure  —  will  be  the  main 
focus  for  the  convention  crowd, 
which  is  predicted  by  one  veteran 
observer  to  exceed  23,000. 

Among  issues  expected  to  gain 
attention  of  messengers  are: 

—  Electing  a  successor  to  SBC 
President  Ed  Young,  pastor  of 
Secoixl  Church,  Houston. 

Two  candidates,  both  claiming 
allegiance  to  the  fundamental-con¬ 
servative  movement  which  domi¬ 
nates  SBC  politics,  have 
announced  their  intention  to  run. 

Still,  observers  expect  the  vote 
for'Jim  Henry,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Orlando,  to  serve  as  a  ref¬ 
erendum  for  messengers  who  are 
embarrassed  by  the  poor  track  rec¬ 
ord  of  many  SBC  leaders  in  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Cooperative  Program, 
the  SBC’s  unified  budgeting  plan. 
Others  see  a  vote  for  Henry  as  a 
protest  against  the  much-maligoed 
firing  of  Southwestern  Seminary 
President  Russell  Dilday  by  trus¬ 
tees  elected  during  the  so-caUed 
“conservative  resurgence”  since 


1979.  Still  others  are  expected  to' 
vote  for  Heruy  who  believe  the 
time  has  come  for  leadership  posi¬ 
tions  to  be  opened  to  a  broa^r  cir¬ 
cle  than  the  coalition  of  theologi¬ 
cal  conservatives  which  won  con¬ 
trol  of  the  convention. 

The  other  candidate,  Fred 
Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage  Hill 
Church,  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  current 
chairman  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee,  is  being  backed  by 
past  presidents  of  the  convention 
who,  by  exercising  their 
appointive  powers,  helped  nudge 
the  nation’s  largest  non-Catholic 
religious  body  to  a  more  conserva¬ 
tive  stance. 

—  The  firing  of  Russell  Dilday 
‘  as  president  of  Southwestern  Sem¬ 
inary. 

The  March  9  orchestrat¬ 
ed  by  fundamental-conservative 
trustees,  unleashed  a  firestorm  of 
criticism  from  faculty,  students, 
alumni,  and  even  from  within  the 
board  of  trustees.  The  convention, 
however,  will  offer  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  opponents  to  register 
their  dissatisfaction  in  tangible 
ways. 

Cecil  Sims,  the  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Northwest  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  has  announced  he  will 
bring  a  motion  to  the  SBC  that  the 
officers  of  Southwestern’s  board 
of  trustees  be  asked  to  resign  over 
their  handling  of  the  controversial 
dismissal. 

—  The  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship. 

The  th^-year-old  organization 
of  moderates  displaced  finm  SBC 
leadership  in  the  last  decade  and  a 
half  is  increasingly  perceived  as  a 
threat  by  current  leaders  for  its 
potential  of  siphoning  off  money 
that  otherwise  would  flow  into 
convention  ventures. 


In  February,  virtually  unnoticed 
by  the  press,  the  SBC  Executive 
Conunittee  ordered  its  officers  and 
staff  to  conduct  a  study  of  “the 
impact”  of  Fellowship  funds  on 
SBC  agetKies.  The  fin^gs  are  to 
be  reported  to  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee ’s  busines.s  and  finance  sub¬ 
committee  meeting  scheduled  in 
conjunction  with  the  SBC. 

The  officers  are  expected  to 
recommend  to  SBC  agencies  that 
they  refuse  gifts  from  local 
churches  routed  through  the  Fel¬ 
lowship.  It  is  likely  the  Executive 
Committee  will  act  on  the  sub¬ 
committee’s  proposal  and  pass  on 
a  recommendation  to  the  conven¬ 
tion. 

—  A  statement  on  racism. 
Founded  in  1845  because  its  pre¬ 
decessor,  the  old  Trietmial  Con¬ 
vention  refused  to  appoint  slave¬ 
holders  as  missionaries,  the  SB^ 
has  never  publicly  repented  of  its 
checkered  past  on  racism.  An 
organization  of  Southern  Baptist 
directors  of  associational  missions, 
who  meet  in  conjunction  with  the 
SBC,  have  announced  they  plan  to 
consider  a  long-overdue  repen¬ 
tance  of  racism,  which,  if  adopted, 
will  be  introduced  to  the  full  con- 
ventioa 

Messengers  will  also  vote  on  a 
Cooperative  Program  budget  of 
^  $136,539,730.  The  budget,  which 
*  is  based  on  actual  receipts  in  the 
1992-93  fiscal  year,  is  1.23% 
lower  than  the  1993-94  budget. 

The  theme  for  the  meeting, 
“For  I  know  —  He  is  able,”  will 
be  interpreted  through  testimonies 
by  several  individuals.  Bobby 
Boyles,  pasto:  ^ ''  Eagle  Heights 
Church  in  Oklahoma  City,  OUa., 
will  preach  the  convention  ser¬ 
mon,  scheduled  at  11:40  a.m., 
Wednesday. 
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Twin  prayer  conferences 
in  Grenada,  Hattiesburg 
draw  total  of  370  people 


Causey 


Two  state  prayer  conferences 
were  conducted  last  week  —  at 
Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada,  and 
at  First  Church,  Hattiesburg. 
“Prayer,  a  possession,  a  presence, 
a  power,  and  a  participation”  was 
the  theme. 

Bill  Causey,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board, 
spoke  from  Eph¬ 
esians  on  the  two 
prayers  of  the 
apostle  Paul. 

“Prayer  is  to 
‘know  something’ 
of  the  wisdom  a^ 
revelation  of  God,  to  see  some¬ 
thing,  the  eyes  being  enlightened,” 
said  Causey. 

Tom  Thurman,  furloughing 
missionary  to  Bangladesh, 
declared  that  prayer  gives  us  a 
vision.  “There  is  a  reservoir  of 
prayer,  a  prayer  bank,  where  you 
can  place  deposits  and  draw  divi- 
dentk.” 

/Bob  Simmons,  retired  semmary 
professor,  spoke  on  prayer’s 
power,  using  Acts  12:18,  in  which 
the  church  prayed  for  Simon  Peter 
and  the  Holy  Spirit’s  power  was 
evidenced  in  his  release  from 
prison. 

Doug  Beggs,  vice  president  of 


the  Office  of  Program  Services  of 
the  Brotherhood  Commission,  said 
“prayer  is  participation  in  the  life 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Think  of  all  the 
mighty  things  God  has  done  lately; 
did  you  pray  for  the  victories  in 
Somalia,  or  in  Albania?  Did  you 
have  a  part  in  this?”  asked  Beggs. 

In  addition, 
there  were  three 
selective  confer¬ 
ences  led  by 
Causey,  Thurman, 

Simmons,  Beggs, 
and  by  Lois  Hen¬ 
derson,  Marjean 
Patterson  (execu- 
tive  director  of  the  Th'*'*"**'* 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union),  Gloria  Thurman,  and 
Mary  Simmons.  ’Wilda  Fancher 
(volunteer  MBCB  prayer  ministry 
coordinator)  presided  over  the 
conference;  Lisa  Leavell  and  Julie 
Hester  provided  the  music. 

There  were  160  participants  in 
Grenada;  210  attended  the  Hatties¬ 
burg  meeting. 

Causey  issued  an  invitation  to 
the  conferees  to  pray  each  day  at 
10  a.m. 

“There  is  no  brochure  on  this, 
no  program,  just  an  invitation,” 
said  Causey,  “to  pray  that  the  liv¬ 
ing  Lonj  would  walk  through  our 
la^  again  and  bring  revival.” 


BSSB  eliminates  Church 


Recreation  Department 


NASHVILLE  (ABP)  —  Con¬ 
tinuing  an  cffon  to  economize  in 
non-revenue-producing  areas  of  its 
work,  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  has  eliminated  its  church 
recreation  program  area  in  a  reor¬ 
ganization  move. 

The  Nashville -based  board  will 
continue  to  offer  church  recreation 
resources  on  a  more-limited  scale, 
transferring  tho.se  duties  to  two 
consultants  who  will  operate  with¬ 
in  the  board’s  Church  Leadership 
Department. 

Ten  of  the  board’s  13  church 
recreation  positions  repoitedly  are 
being  eliminated  c .  .t  the  next  five 
months.  The  cuts  are  a  first  step  in 
a  reorganization  of  the  board’s 
(Thurch  Leadership,  Worship,  and 


Ministry  Division. 

None  of  the  10  positions  on  the 
chopping  block  is  currently  vacant. 
The  affected  employees  —  eight 
professional  arxl  two  support  staff 
' —  will  receive  career  transition 
and  outplacement  assistance  in 
addition  to  a  severance  package 
based  on  their  years  of  service  at 
the  board. 

Also,  Church  Recreation  mag¬ 
azine  will  cease  publication  in  Jan¬ 
uary  1995.  Another  publication. 
Church  Recreation  Digest,  will 
be  evaluated  in  upcoming  months. 

The  board  had  not  released  a 
less  release  on  the  moves  by  May 
5.  However,  news  of  the  action 
was  addressed  in  the  board’s  in- 
house  puUication,  BSSB  News. 


Accrediting  agencies  to  start 
investigation  of  Southwestern 


FORT  WORTH  (ABP)  — 
Officials  from  two  accrediting 
agencies  visited  Southwestern 
Seminary  May  23-25  to  determine 
what  response  they  will  make  to 
the  firing  of  seminary  president 
Russell  Dilday  by  trustees. 

Many  observers  on  the  campus 
expect  the  accrediting  agencies  to 
place  Southwestern  on  probation, 
which  would  hinder  the  school’s 
ability  tq  attract  students  and 
financial  support. 

But  Bill  Tolar,  acting  seminary 
president,  said  he  does  not  expect 
such  harsh  treatment  from  the  two 
agencies  —  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  and  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Schools. 

“I  did  not  get  the  impression, 
personally,  they  were  going  to 
put  us  on  probation,”  said  Tolar, 
who  met  with  committee  mem¬ 
bers  after  they  completed  their 


three-day  visit. 

Tolar  said  the  committee 
emphasized  its  findings  are  pre¬ 
liminary  and  any  recommenda¬ 
tions  would  have  to  be  approved 
by  their  respective  bodies.  Com¬ 
mittee  members  summarized  their 
observations  for  Tolar  but  asked 
that  seminary  officials  not  reveal 
the  committee’s  findings  until  its 
report  is  finalized  in  a  few  weeks. 
At  that  time.  Tolar  said,  he  will 
release  as  much  of  the  report  as 
possible. 

During  their  visit  to  Fort 
Worth,  the  five-member  commit¬ 
tee  —  three  from  ATS  and  two 
from  SACS  —  interviewed  Tolar 
and  other  administrators,  Dilday, 
current  and  former  trustee  officers, 
faculty  from  all  three  of  the  semi¬ 
nary’s  schools,  and  student  lead¬ 
ers.  The  committee  also  attempted 
to  qontact  alumni  leaders  by  tele¬ 
phone. 


This  is  the  third  time  that 
actions  by  conservative  Southern 
Baptist  seminary  trustees  have 
brought  scrutiny  from  the  accredit¬ 
ing  agencies. 

In  1987,  coaservative  trustees 
of  Southeastern  .Seminary  in  North 
Carolina  voted  to  hire  only  bibli¬ 
cal  inerrantists  to  the  faculty. 
Then-president  Randall  LoUey  arid 
other  administrators  resigned  in 
protest,  prompting  an  investigation 
and  probation  from  ATS  and 
SACS.  The  probation  was  recently 
lifted. 

In  1991  trustees  at  Southern 
Seminary  in  Kentucky  tried  to 
enforce  the  findings  of  the  SBC 
Peace  Committee  on  seminary  fac¬ 
ulty.  The  faculty  objected.  An 
ATS  investigation  followed.  The 
trustees  and  faculty  worked  out  a 
compromise,  called  a  “Covenant 
of  Renewal,”  which  eased  ten¬ 
sions. 


Vacation  Bible  School  —  still  an 


effective  outreach,  evangelism  tool 


Statistics  show  that  Vacation 
Bible  School  continues  to  be  an 
effective  tool  for  outreach  and 
evangelism.  But,  church  leaders 
note,  the  effectiveness  of  a 
church’s  VBS  is  based  on  how 
much  the  church  is  willing  to  put 
into  it. 

“An  effective  VBS  doesn’t  just 
h^pen,”  noted  Milton  Bryd,  min¬ 
ister  of  education  at  First  Church, 
Cleveland.  “Church  leaders  must 
plan  for  who  they  want  to  reach.” 

“Planning”  doesn’t  just  apply 
to  what  teachers  and  directors  do 
to  prepare  their  classrooms, 
although  that  is  a  very  important 
aspect.  (VBS  leaders  would 
quickly  point  out  that  if  a  child 
doesn’t  enjoy  and  learn  in  the 
classroom,  chances  are  that  child 
will  not  come  back  the  next  day.) 

Rather,  the  “planning”  to 
whidi  Bryd  refers  pertains  to  pub¬ 
licity. 

Publicity  avenues  often  used 
by  churches  include  door-to-door 
distribution  of  promotional  flyers; 
advertisements  in  various  media 
outlets  (e.g.  newspapers,  radio, 
and  television);  pre-enrollment 
events,  such  as  through  Sunday 
School;  and  “word  of  mouth.” 

Variations  on  these  common 
avenues  are  as  numerous  as  there 
are  churches. 

At  First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
for  example,  leaders  ask  children 
to  take  printed  invitations  to  their 
friends  as  a  way  of  enlisting  non¬ 
church  children. 

At  Olive  Branch  Church,  on 
the  other  hand.  Girls  in  Action 
and  Royal  Ambassadors  deliver 
promotional  flyers  door-to-door, 
while  at  First,  Cleveland,  youths 
and  adults  canvas  neighborhoods. 

In  the  way  of  promotional 
events,  VBS  workers  at  Olive 
Branch  host  a  churchwide  carni¬ 
val  the  Saturday  before  the  school 
begins  on  Monday.  In  this  very 
family-oriented  community,  the 


By  Teresa  Dickens 

event  proves  to  be  a  success  year 
after  year,  noted  Pastor  P.J.  Scott. 

Making  a  child’s  attendance  at 
VBS  as  convenient  as  possible  for 
parents  is  also. a  good  publicity 
tool,  leaders  said.  One  of  the  most 
common  ways  this  is  achieved  is 
by  providing  transportation  to  the 
school. 

Olive  Branch  also  has  discov¬ 
ered  that  holding  “family  night”  at 
noon  on  Friday  is  an  attractive 
convenience  to  parents  as  well  as 
workers.  “Friday  night  is  a  popu¬ 
lar  family  night  in  our  communi¬ 
ty,  especially  during  the  summer,” 
said  Scott. 

“At  the  suggestion  of  one  of 
our  members  three  years  ago,  we 
moved  family  night  to  Friday 
noon,”  the  pastor  explained.  “We 
rovide  lunch  for  parents  and 
ave  an  abbreviated  program.  I 


even  include  a  baptismal  service 
for  children  who  have  made  a  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith  during  the  week. 
And  we  keep  it  all  within  an  hour. 

“It  has  been  a  great  success,” 
he  commented.  “Attendance  is  up 
over  the  previous  Friday  night 
schedule,  and  families  are  free  to 
join  in  other  popular  community 
activities.” 

Scott  and  the  other  leaders  who 
talked  with  The  Baptist  Record 
pointed  out,  however,  that  what 
works  in  one  community  may  not 
work  in  another.  The  bottom  line, 
they  said,  is  to  find  what  publicity 
avenue  works  best  for  a  church 
and  capitalize  on  it. 

The  goal,  they  concluded,  is  to 
draw  children’s  interest  in  an 
activity  which  could  lead  them 
into  a  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ. 


Involving  chlldren.ln  Bible  study  is  something  that  can  happen 
beyond  the  walls  of  the  church.  Donna  Bass,  center,  leads  a  Bible  study 
for  girls  in  a  New  Orleans  housing  project.  The  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board’s  Mission  Vacation  Bible  School  and  Backyard  Bible  Club  materials 
are  good  tools  for  such  a  project.  (BP  Photo) 


Graham  to  nominate  Henry 
Southern  Baptist  president 


By  Greg  Warner 

DALLAS  (ABP)  —  Jack  Gra-  receiving  tbe  unsolicited  endorse- 
ham,  pastor  of  Prestonwood  moits  of  past  presidents  like  Adii- 
Churcb,  Dallas,  said  May  27  he  an  Rogers,  Jerry  Vines,  Charles 
will  nominate  Orlando  pastor  Jim  Stanley,  and  Baiky  Smith. 

Henry  for  president  of  the  South-  That  process  has  produced  a 
em  Baptist  Convention  because  “I  string  of  fundamental -conservative 
believe  be  brings  the  leadership  presidents  and  enabled  Baptists 
skills,  tbe  temperament,  the  win-  committed  to  conservative  reforms 
som^ness,  and  the  substance  that  to  be  appointed  to  positions  of 
we  need  at  this  particular  time  in  denominational  leadership.  Tbe 
the  denomination.”  process  also  left  Wolfe  on  the 

Graham,  a  leading  conservative  sidelines  in  1990,  when  funda- 
pastor,  has  been  rumored  as  mental-conservative  leaders 
Henry’s  likely  nominator  since  bypassed  Wolfe  to  back  Morris 
Henry,  pastor  of  Orlando’s  First  Chapman  as  their  presidential 
Church,  announced  March  27  that  choice. 

he  would  be  a  candidate  in  the  Henry  and  three  other  centrist 
June  14  election.  The  convention  conservatives  were  enlisted  to 
meets  in  Henry’s  hometown  of 
Orlando. 

Fred  Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage 
Hill  Church,  Mobile,  Ala.,^^^ 

also  will  be  nominated  and - 

will  cany  the  endorsement 
of  most  of  the  recent  fiinda- 
mental-conservative  SBC  ^  w 
presidents.  Wolfe  has  not  «  . 
announced  who  will  nomi-  0€X\ 
nate  him.  _ 

Although  both  Henry 
and  Graham  have  been 
leaders  in  the  SBC’s  15- 
year  fundamental-conserva¬ 
tive  movement,  they  are 
breaking  protocol  by  mak-  pi 
ing  a  nomination  without 
the  endorsement  of  tbe  past 
presidents.  Tbe  nomination 
of  two  conservative  candi¬ 
dates  has  led  scHne  to  sug-' 
gest  there  is  a  growing  rift  in  the 
fondamental-conservative  move¬ 
ment. 

Graham  himself  eariier  called 
for  a  “fresh  agenda”  for  SBC  con¬ 
servatives  and  a  broader  iqrproach 
to  selecting  leaders.  He  said  May 
27  he  is  anxious  for  “constructive 
conservatives”  to  rise  to  SBC  sus  choice  of  those  leaders  this 
leadership.  But  he  debunked  tbe  year. 

notion  of  a  rift  among  conserva-  Bailey  Smith,  president  in  1981 
tives.  and  19^,  agreed.  “I  do  not  see  a 

Graham  acknowledged  some  split  in  tte  conservative  effort.  I 
conservatives  are  trying  to  paint  think  there  is  more  of  a  coming 
Henry  as  sympathetic  to  Baptist  together  than  there  was  a  month 
moderates  and  a  htndratKe  to  the  ago.”  Conservatives  are  coming 
conservative  movement.  Such  together  around  Wt^’s  candida- 
charges  won't  stick,  Graham  said.  cy,  said  Smith,  an  Atlanta  evange- 

“Certainly  Jim  Henry  is  not  list.  “I  think  Fred  will  win,  but 
attached,  in  any  sense  of  tte  woni,  sure,  he  (Ifenry)  has  a  chance.” 
to  the  moderate  faction  of  our  Where  He^  made  his  mis- 
denomirution,”  Graham  said.  “He  take.  Smith  said,  was  in  not  seek- 
is  not  being  used  by  moderates  or  ing  the  counsel  of  fundamental- 
anyone  else  to  damage  die  conser-  conservative  leaders.  “The  only 
vadve  movemenL”  thing  that  has  made  a  lot  of  us 

Graham  also  bn^e  ranks  with  question  is  that  he’s  not  talked  to 
fundamental-conservatives  in  any  of  us. 

March  when  be  denounced  tbe  fir-  “I  think  there’s  a  sadness 
ing  of  seminary  president  Russell  (among  conservatives)  that  a  m^ 
Ddday,  a  personal  friend,  by  con-  as  good  and  sweet  as  Jim  is 
servative  trustees  at  Southwestern  embroiled  in  this,  because  if  be 
Seminary  in  nearby  Port  Worth.  had  talked  to  any  .of  us  maybe 

Those  very  different  perspec-  something  could  have  been 
tives  on  SBC  politics  have  brought  worked  out. 

Wolfe  and  Henry  into  the  presi-  “There  is  this  perception  that 
dential  contest  through  very  m^r-  he’s  running  (for  the  office),” 
ent  routes.  Smith  said.  would  never,  never 

Wolfe  followed  the  established  have  put  my  name  up  as  a  vdun- 
protocol  of  recent  fundamental-  teer.  I  think  that’s  tM  issue.  But 
conservative  presidents,  waiting  Jim  Henry  has  called  none  of  us.” 
first  for  encouragement  to  run  “Why  should  he  have  to?” 
from  one  ot  more  of  the  past  presi-  countered  J.  C.  Mitchell,  a  friend 
dents,  asking  other  top  leaders  to  and  supporter  of  Henry’s, 
pray  about  his  decision,  then  There  has  been  too  much 


in  the  election.  But  su|port- 


- CR  say  his  church  IS  typical  Jim  Veneman) 

of  other  conservative  con-  ' 

gregations  which  are  rais-  j  •  •  i 

'enry  is  not ...  ing  their  Cooperative  Pro-  l^OIlVSIlT/lOn  ^VlJ 
•  .  gram  gifts  in  response  to 

i€rat€S  or  any-  the  conservative  shift  in  the  J*  Pr^Sid0rit  C 

?  the  conserva-  Mitchell  is  unim-  ORLANDO,  Fla.  (BP)  —  For 

nent»**  pressed  with  such  reason-  20  minutes  on  the  opening  day  of 

‘“8-  “I’*”  *  bit  weary  with  the  annual  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
JackGrahanty  these  guys  ^ying  ‘I’m  vention,  thousands  of  Southern 
going  to  do  it.’  I’d  rather  go  Baptists  will  pray  for  President 
CHj  with  someone  with  the  Clinton,  Vice  President  A1  Gore, 
f/_„  track  record,”  the  former  members  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  and 
iiUA  Odando  pastor  said.  U.S.  Siqireme  Court  justices. 

If  Wolfe  suffers  because  "rtig  mass  prayer  rally,  scbed- 
of  weak  missions  support,  uled  for  7:20  to  7:40  p.m.  on  Tues- 
Henry  is  being  tagged  by  day,  June  14,  in  die  Orange  County 
some  as  soft  on  liberalism.  The  Ccmventioo/Civic  Center,  will  be 
reason:  he  said  he  wants  to  expand  sponsored  by  two  SBC  agencies, 
“the  wiiidow  of  opportunity  for  Christian  Life  Commission  and 
(denominational)  service  and  Brotherhood  Commission, 
input.”  He  would  leave  the  Tbe  basis  for  the  prayer  meeting 
denominational  door  t^n  even  to  ig  Romans  13,  which  urges  C^biis- 
moderates  who  have  supported  the  Hans  to  pray  for  their  government 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship,  leaders. 

under  certam  circumstances.  During  the  prayer  time,  South- 

Wamer  ise^tor  of  Associat-  em  Baptist  messengers  and  guests 
ed  Baptist  Press.  attending  the  convention  will  be 


Texas  Baptist  panel  continues 
discussion  of  funding  options 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Texas  Biq;>-  one  currently  used  and  sent  montii-  outside  SBC  control,  “there  are 
tists’  (Cooperative  Missions  Giving  ty  to  the  Biqitist  General  Conven-  still  5,300  to  ‘'.350”  (churches) 
Study  Committee  moved  a  step  tion  of  Texas  treasurer’s  office  asking  no  change  ” 
closer  to  a  recommendation  May  bow  their  gifts  are  to  be  disbursed.  “I  would  think  long  and  hard 
23  on  the  handling  of  local  church  All  would  be  consideied  “Cooper-  before  abandoning”  the  Coopera- 
gifts  to  Bqitist  causes.  ative  Program”  gifts.  tive  Program  system,  he  said. 

The  22-member  committee  met  At  the  May  23  meeting,  the  adding  the  (CP  is  tbe  “one  thread 
for  six  hours  at  the  BiqKist  Build-  committee  was  addressed  by  Mor-  that  has  kept  us  together”  through 
ing  in  Dallas,  reviewing  recom-  ris  (Chiqmian,  president  and  chief  controveisies. 
mendations  from  a  writing  team  executive  officer  of  die  SBC  Exec-  Ray  said  the  committee  is  con- 
named  by  chairman  (Cecil  Ray  to  utive  Committee,  who  also  had  sidering  no  recc  nmendations  that 
bring  together  suggestions  from  asked  to  ^ak  to  the  panel.  would  return  th.  state  convention 

die  ^pril  meeting.  He  cautioned  against  any  move  to  a  form  of  S‘ .  ud  supptHt. 

In  the  April  meeting  three  of  away  from  the  partnership  that  “Providing.  ::ome  freedom  or 
four  work  groups  fttvoied  a  recom-  exists  between  the  SBC  and  state  peituqis  bread  room  within  the 
mendation  that  would  place  conventions  back  toward  die  soci-  Baptist  family  and  within  our 
emphasis  on  a  Texas  Biqitist  Coop-  ety  approach  to  missions  and  insti-  Cooperative  Program  system  is 
erative  Program.  Texas  Baptist  tutional  support  that  prevailed  essential  to  our  present,  but  it  may 
churches  would  continue  to  sup-  before  the  Cooperative  Program  also  prove  to  be  the  very  way  for 
port  other  Baptist  causes  in  or  was  adopted  in  1925.  preserving  cooperation  in  Baptist 

beyond  Texas,  such  as  the  South-  He  also  gave  a  word  of  “caution  future  mission  endeavors,”  said 
em  Baptist  Convention  or  other  and  tu^al,”  noting  although  “100  Ray  following  the  committee 
Biqitist  entities  but  would  have  to  to  150^  Texas  churches  may  want  meeting,  which  lie  labeled  tbe  best 
inthcate  on  a  form  similar  to  the  to  give  to  Southern  Baptist  work  of  the  three  held  to  date. 


Bound  for  the  clouds,,, 

Southaven  couple  ministers  in  mission  experience 


By  Shannon  T.  Simpson 


Twinkletown  airport  near  doctors  began  asking  Pilots  for 
Walls  is  home  to  N5420Y  —  a  Christ  to  fly  them  and  medical 
Piper  A^ec  twin-engine  airplane,  supplies  to  Laredo,  Texas,  on  the 
centerpiece  of  an  unusual  North  Mexican  border.  Wruk  said  he 
Mississ^i  ministry.  wouldn’t  go  into  Mexico,  but 

The  30-year-old  six-passenger  “then  we  flew  into  Central  Mexi- 
plane  has  flown  medical  supplies,  co  every  month  for  the  next  18 
mercy  missions,  and  volunteers  months...,’’  he  laughed, 
into  Mexico  and  Central  America,  “We  flew  to  orphanages,  pris- 
as  well  as  destinations  across  the  ons,  on  construction  projects,  any- 
United  States.  thing...,’’  Wruk  said,  “and  we 

Paradise  Bound  Mission  Air  didn’t  just  fly  them  down  there 
(PBMA)  is  the  brainchild  of  Mike  and  sit,  we  would  become  part  of 
Wruk,  Southaven  resident  and  the  team  and  pitch  in  and  help.” 
member  of  Colonia^Hills  Church.  When  God  moved  them  to  sell 
The  ministry  wa.s  born  in  1984,  the  206,  the  Wruks  were  given 
only  thiee  years  alter  Wruk  was  use  of  a  large  truck  to  began 
saved  through  the  witness  of  a  trucking  the  supplies  into  Mexico. 
Federal  Express  co-worker.  It  was  Soon  afterward,  the  Wruks  felt 
that  year  that  “God  opened  the  called  into  foreign  mission  ser- 
way”  for  Mike  and  his  wife  Linda  vice. 

to  buy  their  first  plane,  a  Cessna  For  six  months,  Wruk  said  he 
172.  “kept  telling  God  I  didn’t  want  to 

Mike  flew  it  to  air  shows,  wit-  go,  but  Anally  I  said,  ‘Okay,  we’ll 
nessing  and  pas.sing  out  Bibles  on  call  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
behalf  of  Pilots  for  Christ.  (FMB).’  And  they  had  a  perfect 

In  1987,  Wruk  sold  the  Cessna  (flying)  job  for  us  in  Mali,  West 
172.  Eight  months  later  he  was  AMca.  All  we  had  to  do  was  go 
able  to  buy  a  Cessna  206,  a  six-'^  through  the  appointment  process, 
passenger  plane  owned  by  First  “It  was  an  arduous  time,” 
Church,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  used  Wruk  continued.  “God  showed  us 
to  fly  missions  to  the  Caribbean.  some  things  we  needed  to  work 
It  was  during  tue  three  years  on.  But  we.  were  ready  to  go  — 
that  Wruk  owr.^d  the  206  that  we  sold  everything,  and  I  mean 


surgery,  skin  grafts,  and  physical  carry  more  people,  or  planes  with 
therapy  after  he  was  severely  better  avionics  (flight  instru- 
injured  in  a  bicycle/automobile  ments). 

accident.  See  The  Baptist  Rec-  “We  really  want  to  serve  in  our 
ord,  July  15, 1993.)  niche,  serve  missionaries  and 

Wruk  belongs  to  Air  Care  ,  those  who  go  on  volunteer  mis- 
Alliance  (ACA),  a  national  net-  sions  projects  around  the  ‘Gulf 
work  of  volunteer  pilots  who  Circle  route’  (Mexico  and  the 
make  themselves  available  to  fly  Caribbean),”  be  said.  “We  would 
mercy  missions.  like  for  the  Lord  to  bring  us 

“(Our  work  is)  mostly  with  involvement  —  people  to  support 
people  in  the  ministry,  for  the  work,  to  help  spread  the  word, 
instance  an  evangelist  who  has  to  We  want  Southern  Baptists  to 
travel  a  lot  We’U  fly  him  on  one  know  we  exist  to  work  with  them 
leg  (a  segment  or  portion  of  the  in  mission  outreach  programs,  and 
entire  flight)  of  his  trip  abroad,  or  we  can  provide  appropriate  help 
we’ll  fly  him  where  he  needs  to  for  people  who  volunteer.” 
go  here  in  the  States  to  share  his  Right  now,  the  ministry  has  a 
ministry...  or  whatever.  Paradise  few  monthly  supporters.  Paradise 
Bound  is  just  kind  of  support  for  Bound  has  never  had  to  charge 
these  people.  I  don’t  like  to  be  in  anyone  for  its  services,  and  the 
the  spotlight,”  said  Wruk.  “Our  Wruks  hope  to  keep  it  that  way, 
mission  is  ever-changing  because  saying,  “God  just  always  made 
it  all  depends  on  where  God  leads  the  money  available.” 
us.  For  the  Wruks,  it’s  enough  to 

“We  are  finding  a  lot  of  oppor-  simply  believe  the  scripture  on  a 
tunities  with  local  churches,  to  fly  poster  hanging  outside  their 
their  teams  of  volunteers  for  offices  at  the  Twinkletown  air- 
short-term  projects,”  he  said.  port:  “Then  we  who  arc  alive. 

His  vision  for  the  future  of  who  are  left,  will  be  caught  up 
PBMA  is  that  one  day  God  will  together  with  them  in  the  clouds 
open  the  way  to  purchase  addi-  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air..."  (I 
tional  equipment  —  planes  to  Thes.  4:17). 


Mike  and  Linda  Wruk  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Colonial  Hills  Church  in 
Southaven,  where  they  live.  Both 
mission-minded  Christians,  the 
Wruks  see  their  ministry  through 
Paradise  Bound  Mission  Air  as  one 
which  helps  believers  experience 
missions  firsthand. 

everything!” 

At  the  last  step  of  the  qjpoint- 
ment  process,  the  Wruks  were 
prevented  from  going  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  field  because  of  the  age  of 
their  oldest  child  —  13  at  the 
time.  According  to  the  FMB,  the 
teen  years  are  a  critical  time  id  a 
child’s  life,  and  die  board  doesn’t 
like  to  impose  any  more  disrup¬ 
tion  on  the  family  than  is  already 
necessary. 

“We  were  devastated.  I  moped 
for  three  days,”  said  Wruk. 

Again,  Wruk  felt  the  Lord  was 
leading  him  to  find  anotjier  plane. 
The  Piper  Aztec  they  now  own 
was  the  result. 

Since  the  purchase  of  the  Piper 
Aztec  (“Our  Lord’s  airplane,”  the 
Wruks  call  it),  PBMA  flies  a  dif¬ 
ferent  sort  of  mission  than  it  did 
in  the  beginning. 

“(The  flights  are  now)  a  lot  of 
medical  patients  from  Point  A  to 
Point  B  to  get  treatment,”  said 
Wruk.  He  was  called  to  be  on 
Pilot  Mike  Wruk,  left,  and  Geoffrey  Amwine,  right,  pull  Wruk’s  airplane  stand-by  to  fly  13-year-old  Hon- 
out  of  the  hangar  and  onto  the  grass  runway  of  Twinkletown  airport  in  duran  Jose  Carminio  Osequera 
preparation  for  a  short  flight  over  the  Mississippi  Delta.  The  plane  is  the  into  the  States  for  treatment,  but 

centerpiece  of  V  .  o  s  ministry.  Paradise  Bound  Mission  Air.  With  “Jesus  other  arrangements  were  ultimate- 

Saves  painted  a  '  >s  the  nose  of  the  craft,  there  is  no  doubt  where  the  ly  made.  (Jose  was  brought  last 

heart  of  the  pilot  Each  flight  with  Wruk  begins  with  a  prayer,  rededi-  year  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 

eating  the  craft  and  Ihe  ministry  to  the  Lord.  Medical  Center  in  Jackson  for 


Part  of  the  minist^ 

Bach  passenger  who  flies  widi  PBMA  receives  an  8  'X  10  envelope 
fun  of  materials: 

—  a  pocket  New  Testament 

—  a  tract  outlining  the  Plan  of  Salvation 

—  a  prayer  card  -* 

—  a  contribution  envelope 

—  a  PBMA  statement  of  belief  card 

—  a  personalized  letter  from  pilot  Mike  Wruk,  inviting  the  reader 
to  enter  into  a  personal  relationship  with  Jesus 

—  a  card  ioentifying  PBMA: 

Who  —  “We  are  a  group  of  ‘Bom  again  Believers’  who  per¬ 
sonally  know  the  impact  that  t^  mission  experience  has  on  a  per¬ 
son....” 

What  —  “The  primary  focus  of  PBMA  is  to  provide  Chris¬ 
tians  widi  an  opportunity  to  personally  e^rience  mission  service....” 

Where  —  “Our  matKiate  fit)m  God  is  to  focus  on  North  and 
Cnmal  America....” 

Why  —  “We  believe  God  has  called  us  into  this  ministry  to 
Believers.  We  are  witnessing  God  touching  lives  through  diese  experi¬ 
ences.  Some  begin  a  closer  walk  with  him;  smne  are  committing  their 
lives  to  fitll-time  mission  service;  and  some  have  come  to  a  persrMial 
knowledge  of  Christ.” 

To  contact  PBMA,  write  to:  P.O.  Box  922,  Southaven,  MS  38671- 
0922;  telephone  (601)  342-6268. 


Convention  Board  okays  statement  on  “N.C.  Baptist  Wa^’ 


ASHEBORO,  N  C.  (BP)  —  A 
statement  challenging  the  conser¬ 
vative  direction  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  since  1979 
was  adopted  by  rhe  State  Conven¬ 
tion  of  North  C  i'lina’s  general 
board  during  it'  ‘/ay  24-25  meet¬ 
ing. 

The  statemer.,  lided  “Cooper¬ 
ation  in  Autoo'  Reaffirming 
the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Way,  ’ 
was  presented  to  the  board’s 
executive  committee  the  morning 
of  May  24.  It  was  approved  with¬ 
out  dissension  and  sent  to  the  full 
board  for  action  May  25  at  Car¬ 
away  Conference  Center  in  Ashe- 
boro. 


After  the  presentation  of  the 
statement  by  general  board  Presi¬ 
dent  Jack  Causey,  brief  discus¬ 
sion  followed.  When  the  vote  was 
taken,  the  “Ayes”  were  strong; 
there  were  some  “Nos,”  an  unde¬ 
termined  number  because  of  the 
voice  vote. 

Concerning  the  SBC  conserva¬ 
tive  resurgence,  the  statement 
said,  “We  note  with  more  than 
grave  concern  that  since  1979 
when  current  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  leadership  came  to 
power,  there  have  been  ongoing 
occurrences  that  adversely  affect 
our  fellowship  and  impair  our 
witness. 


“Every  agency/institution/ 
board  of  the  SBC  has  suffered 
some  degree  of  discord  and  dis¬ 
ruption.  Typical,  but  not  limited 
to  these,  have  been:  the  recent 
firing  without  cause  of  Russell 
Dilday  at  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary;  the  February  1994  attack 
upon  the  Annuity  Board  and  Paul 
Powell  by  members  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee;  the 
unprecedented  assailing  of  the 
Biblical  Recorder  and  its  editor, 
R.G.  Puckett,  by  the  SBC  Christ¬ 
ian  Life  Commission  in  March 
1994;  and,  the  systematic  exclu¬ 
sion  of  Baptists  unwilling  to  sup¬ 
port  the  redirection  of  the  SBC 


since  1979. 

“Therefore,”  the  board  voted 
to  “express  our  keen  disapproval 
of  and  disappointment  in  those 
events....” 

“We  reaffirm  our  commitment 
to  local  church  autonomy  in  the 
matter  of  cooperative  giving  as  it 
relates  to  the  work  of  the  state 
convention,  and  in  support  of 
other  Baptist  entities  beyond 
North  Carolina  through  whatever 
channel  the  church  may  choose. 
No  giving  is  of  greater  or  lesser 
value  because  of  the  channel  cho¬ 
sen.” 

Roy  J.  Smith,  executive  direc¬ 
tor-treasurer,  concluded.  “We  in 


North  Carolina  are  proud  of  our 
support  of  world  missions,  both 
through  the  Cooperative  Program 
and  special  offerings.  Our  people 
want  to  remain  loyal  to  Southern 
Baptists’  mission  work  around 
the  world.  However,  the  actions 
of  the  elected  and  employed  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  SBC  continue  to  frus¬ 
trate  a  growing  number  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  in  North  Carolina. 

•  Again,  I  want  to  bring  our  family 
back  together.  I  want  North  Car¬ 
olina  to  continue  to  lead  in  the 
support  of  world  missions.  But 
since  the  firing  of  Dr.  Dilday.  this 
will  indeed  be  a  much  more  diffi¬ 
cult  ta.sk,” 


June  2,  1994 


HouseTops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


BAPTIST  1 01 

Becoming  a  Christian-Part  One 

he  Bible  tells  US  that  every¬ 
one  is  lost  without  Jesus 
Christ.  By  lost  we  mean 
that  we  are  separated  from 
a  relationship  with  God. 

The  way  to  have  that  rela¬ 
tionship  is  to  believe  in 
Jesus  Christ.  If  that  sounds 
simple,  you're  right;  The 
Bible  says,  "For  Cod  so  loved  the  world  that  he 
gav^  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whoever 
believes  in  him  shall  not  perish  but  have  eter¬ 
nal  life."  Oohn  3:16)  In  Romans  10:9,  the  Bible 
says  that  "If  you  confess  with  your  mouth, 

'Jesus  is  Lord,'  and  believe  in  your  heart  that 
God  raised  him  from  the  dead,  you  will  be 
saved."  Saved  is  the  opposite  of  lost-We  say  a  / 
person  is  saved  to  a  relationship  with  God. 

This  begins  a  series  on  Baptists  —  who  we  are  and 
what  we  do.  It  is  not  a  theology  course,  though 
what  we  belieup  about  God  is  integral' to  under¬ 
standing  Baptists.  The  point  is  to  be  brief.  Longer 
explanations  would  have  to  be  in  BAPTIST  490,  a 
higher  level  course. 


The  Royal  Ambassador 
Camp  week... 

at  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  near 
Kosciusko  previously  noted  as  being 
July  4-8,  is  actually  July  5-8.  Because  of  this 
camp  week  being  one  day  shorter,  the  fee 
has  been  changed  from  $86  to  $73. 
Currently>i  space  is  available  for  all  events 
this  summer  at  Central  Hills,  but  partici¬ 
pants  afe  urged  to  go  ahead  and  confirm 
plans  to  attend.  To  register  for  this  or  any 
other  camp  week,  contact  Camp  Manager 
Dan  West,  P.  O.  Box  723,  Kosciusko,  MS 
39090. 


1994 

FAMILY  WEEK 

••fitness  for  the  family*' 

July  4-7,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

(Monday  supper  through  Friday  breakfast) 

^  Featured  Speaker: 

Dr.  J.  Clark  Hensley 

r.—  Music  Leader: 

MarkTullos 

Special  Feature: 

_ Drama  -  Charleene  Barnette  and  Mark Tullos 

Children’s  Activities: 

TeamKid 

• 

Youth  Leaders: 

,  Ted  Poore  and  Rick  TlUotson 

Attention  Pastors:  Bring  3  families  from  your  church  and  receive  1  adult  free  registration.  Call  the 
Dlscipleshlp  &  Family  Ministry  Elepartment  office  for  more  information  (601)968-3800  ext.  3884. 


m 


SHORE  MUSIC 
RSHIP  CONFERENCE 
JULY  21-23,  1994 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 


The  Church  Music  Department  will  be  offering  conferences  for  both^K^^^^^^ 

asfiodatiomiL  ministers  of 

special  sections  for  presdhool,  younger  chtforen 

Cost  for  "A"  unit  accommodations:  $73.20/person,  two  beds  -  two  adults;  or  "C" 
unit  accommodations:  $€7.20/person  eight  beds  •  4  adults. 

For  more  information  contact  Charlotte  Bass  with  the  Church  Music  D^tartment  at 
(€01)  968-3800.  ext.  3867. 


Mississippi  Baptij 

1994  Summei 


Christy  Abbott 
Taiwan 
Jones 


Kay  Abbey 
Florida 
Jones 


Anne  Albritton 
California 
Blue  Mountain 


Michael  Aoa 
Hawaii 
Delta  State 


Kenny  Belvin 
Montana 
Meridian 


Heather  Arnold 
Nevada 
William  Qirey 


Bonnie  Barker 
Canada 

Mississippi  State 


Eddie  Henley 
Iowa 
Hinds 


Karen  Ivy 
California 
Northeast 


Matt  Jacobsen 
The  Northwest 
Univ.  of  Mississippi 


Will  Jefferson 
California 
Guff  Coast 


Kelly  Keyes 
California 

Univ  of  Southern  Miss 


Lee  Lewis 
West  Virginia 
Mississippi  College 


Tracy  Lewis 
Maryland 
Northeast 


Ethan  Nanney 
Canada 
Northeast 


Thomas  Nations 
Canada 
Hinds 


Phil  Nelson 
'  Nevada 
Jones 


Kelli  O'Brien 
Virginia 
Delta  State 


Kim  Pcies 
West  Virginia 
Univ  of  Southern  Miss 


David  Patterson 
Califorr^ 
Co-Lin 


Russell  Pearce 
The  Northwest 
Jones 


Rhonda  Phillips 
The  Northwest 
William  Carey 


Dave  Sanders 
The  Northwest 
Meridian 


Jennifer  Rowland 
^Hawaii 
Northeast 


Micah  Rutland 
California 
CoTJn 


Cher  Sanders 
California 

Miss  Univ  for  Women 


Mike  Satcher 
IllirKois 
Meridian 


Chad  Sipes 
The  Northwest 
Delta  State 


Tracy  Smiley 
Wisconsin 
Hinds 


Becky  Suggs 

Jennifer  Taylor 

Cynthia  Thornton 

Jennifer  Thornton 

David  Thurman 

Leslie  Tngg 

Tirta  Triplett 

California 

Nevada 

Nevada 

Iowa 

Korea 

New  fork 

California 

Blue  Mountain 

Mississippi  State 

Gulf  Coast 

William  Carey 

William  Carey 

Jones 

Gulf  Coast 

Annette  Carter 

Micah  Carter 

Julie  Clark 

Jennifer  Cooper 

Shane  Crawford 

Angela  Crocker 

Alan  Cross 

David  Fofdham 

California 

California 

Canada 

California 

Illinois 

The  Northwest 

California 

The  Northwest 

Univ  of  Southern  Miss. 

Blue  Mountain 

Mississippi  State 

Gulf  Coast 

Blue  Mcxjntain 

Pearl  River 

Mississippi  State 

Mississippi  State 

1st  student  Union 
T  Missionaries 


Stacy  Bishop 
California 
Jones 


Heather  Bullock 
Canada 
Jones 


Andy  Burc2ynski 
Australia 

Mississippi  College 


Laura  Burnett 
The  Northwest 
William  Carey 


Nicki  Burns 
Callfomia 
Mississippi  College 


Robby  Burns 
New  Mexico 
Univ.  of  Southern  Miss 


Toni  Campbell 
Canada 
Delta  State 


Nathan  Carroll  , 
The  Northwest 
Univ.  of  Southern  Miss 


Micah  Ginn 
Alaska 
Northeast 


Carla  Glenn 
The  Northwest 
East  Central 


Kristie  GcxJwin 
Florida 

Univ.  of  Scxjthern  Miss 


Norm  Goering 
Kansas 
Delta  State 


Merxiez  Goldman 
California 
Mississippi  College 


Ricky  Grant 
Minnesota 
Mississippi  State 


Christen  Havens 
Virginia 
Holmes 


April  Harper 
West  Virginia 
Jones 


John  Maxey 
California 
Itawamba 


Brian  McDonald 
Oklahoma 
Mississippi  State 


Kristy  Meador 
Canada 
Hirxls 


Triad  Merritt 
The  Northwest 
Hinds 


Kenne  Morrison 
Maryland 
William  Carey 


Janice  Miller 
South  Dakota 
Northeast 


Amber  Powell 
Minnesota 
Mississippi  College 


Bob  ftjrvis 
The  Northwest 
Jones 


Jason  Raines 
Nevada 
Northwest 


Jana  Rayborn 
'  Israel 
Pearl  River 


Ryan  Richardson 
The  Northwest 
Northeast 


Martane  Rodabough 
Minnesota 
Northeast 


Lynita  Pinkston 
California 
Blue  Mcxintain 


Cheryl  Steffcnsrud 
Nevada  / 
Mississippi  College 


Derrick  Smitfi 
Virginia 
Hinds 


Martha  Smith 
Canada 

Mississippi  College 


Kim  South 
Montana 
Northeast 


Shane  Sprayberry 
Nevada 
Holmes 


^  Davis  Stringer 
New  Mexico 
Mississippi  College 


Heather  Smith 
Michigan 
Hirxls 


Jennifer  York 
California 
Northwest 


Kevin  Walker 
California 
William  Carey 


Kris  Walters 
Alaska 

Univ.  of  Southern  Miss 


Marie  White 
South  Dakota 
Mississippi  College 


Joann  Williams 
Montana 
East  Central 


Emily  Turner 
The  Northwest 
Jones 


Ashley  Vickers 
The  Northwest 
Mississippi  College 


Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

HO'pC  -  the  marvelous  feeling  of  anticipation  that  puts  the  spring 
back  into  our  steps,  the  smile  back  on  our  faces,  the  will  to  keep  going 
back  into  our  minds  -  the  hope  we  ahvays  have  because  we  belong  to 

Christ  and  can  claim  all  the  promises  of  God  . . .  let's  pray  this  day  for 
folks  in  the  11 ,500  people  groups  in  the  world  who  have  never  heard  the 
gospel 

for  those  people 
groups  who  live  in 
countries  tom  by  civil 
war 

15 

for  the  ones  who  live 
in  places  of  famine 

16 

for  the  children  who 
are  starving 

17 

for  the  groups  who 
have  been  driven  out 
of  their  homelands 

18 

for  the  ones  who  have 

for  the  lack  of  medical 

for  the  ones  where 

for  churches  to  be  will- 

for  opportunities  for 

for  Christians  to  be 

for  us  here  at  home  to 

been  allowed  to  go 

care  among  many  of 

there  is  persecution 

ing  to  become 

Christians  to  travel 

willing  to  answer 

be  willing  to  give  gen- 

back  and  have  found 

these  groups 

involved  in  praying 

among  these  groups  to 

God's  call  to  work 

erously  to  support  our 

their  homes  gone 

for  these  people 

come  to  know  about 

among  them 

foreign  missions  pro- 

• 

groups  (call  FVayer 

them 

gram 

Ministry  Office 

19 

20 

21 

for  info)  22 

23 

24 

25 

for  people  at  the 

for  individuals  in  the 

for  governments  to 

for  individuals  who 

for  us  here  at  home  at 

-■'M . 

Foreign  Mission  Board 

people  iitroups  to  come 

come  to  allow 

have  difficulty  with 

rededicate  ourselves  to 

Prayer  Ministry  Omoe 

who  work  these  rela- 

to  be  Christians 

Christian  freedom 

their  family  when  they 

enjoyment  of  the 

P.  O.  Box  530 

tionships 

become  Cluistians 

bles^  hope  we  have 

Jackson,  MS  392054)630 

in  Christ 

Phone:  968-3800,  EitL  3904 

Mississippi  IVayeiliM  1-800-787-PIlAY 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

retired  (ronsultant  in  Church  Building  Services  led  two  sessions: 
Finance/Stewardship  Campaigns  and  Effective  Building  Committee 
Work. 

Legal  issues  of  facilities  and  construction  were  addressed  in  a  ses¬ 
sion  led  by  John  Voss,  an  attorney  and  pastor  of  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  Oak  Grove  (Lamar  Association).  )oe  Chapman,  associate 
pastor/administrator  of  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church  was  the  workshop 
host  and  led  in  the  fellowship/recreatioiVday^are  session. 

Sixteen  (16)  vendors  of  services  to  churches, ^such  as  furnishings, 
construction,  architects,  stained-glass,  finance,  renovation,  and 
acoustics,  participated  in  the  workshop.  Contact  with  these  vendors 
gave  conferees  an  added  dimension  of  help  and  information.  Also 
the  recently  constructed,  modem  facilities  of  the  host  church  added 
to  the  conferees'  understanding  of  the  importance  of  first-class  facil¬ 
ities. 

The  same  workshop  is  scheduled  for  April  11,  1995,  at  Ridgecrest 
Baptist  Church.  Church  Building  Services  is  housed  in  the  Ministry 
Office  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Gene  Dobbs, 
Administrative  Assistant  for  Ministry,  is  Ministry  Office  director. 

In  the  photo  Alan  Lowe  of  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  stressed  the 
importance  of  long-range  planning  in  survey,  design,  and  construc¬ 
tion  of  church  property  and  facilities.  On  the  first  row  Frank  Trotter 
(far  left),  pastor  of  Enterprise  Baptist  Church  (Clarke  Association), 
and  Mike  Lofton  (far  right),  minister  of  education/evangelism  at  First 
Baptist,  Ridgeland  focus  on  Lowe's  message. 


CHURCH  f ACILITIES  WORKSHOP 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 
Mississippi  •  April  12,  1994 


A  Baptist  church's  ministry  is  helped  or  hindered  by  its  facilities. 
That  was  the  reason  for  the  Church  Facilities  Workshop  held  at 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church  in  Madison  on  April  1 2,  1 994.  One  hun¬ 
dred  thirty-eight  (138)  persons  were  involved  in  this  workshop 
sponsored  by  Church  Building  Services  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board.  Matt  Buckles,  consultant  in  Church  Building 
Services,  was  pleased  with  the  attendance  and  participation. 
Buckles  stated,  'We  had  approximately  one  hundred  conferees 
from  local  churches,  eleven  conference  leaders  and  twenty-five 
vendors  of  services.  This  participation  was  great!  The  conference 
exceeded  our  expectations.  I  know  that  church  leaders  (pastors, 
staff,  members  of  long-range  planning,  building  property/grounds, 
and  finance  committees)  received  some  excellent  help  in  issues 
relating  to  church  facilities.  I  continue  to  receive  calls  as  follow-up 
to  this  workshop.' 

Area  staff  members,  design  professionals,  and  a  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  Church  Architecture  Department  consultant  were  the 
conference  leaders.  Alan  Lowe  from  the  Sunday  School  Board  led 
three  conferences:  Church  Growth  and  Space,  Master  and  Project 
Planning,  and  Worship  Space.  Lowe  is  both  an  architect  and  an 
ordained  minister.  He  commented,  'The  Mississippi  Convention  is 
to  be  commended  for  providing  this  type  of  workshop  training  to 
church  leaders.  Local  church  leaders  must  constantly  evaluate  their 
facilities  and  their  role  in  accomplishing  the  Great  Commission.' 

Barry  Hardy,  Church  Business  Administrator  at  BroadrTK)or  Baptist 
Church  in  Jackson,  led  a  conference  on  maintenance  issues.  Tim 
Muzzi  and  Rick  Barron  of  the  Tompkins,  Barron,  Fields,  and  Muzzi 
Architectural  Firm,  conducted  a  session  on  the  role  of  an  architect. 

Norman  Perkins  of  Custom  Church  Interiors  in  Ridgeland  led  the 
conference  on  interior  design  and  renovation  while  Harold 
Brumfield,  senior  partner  in  the  Brumfield,  Hopton,  and  Brumfield 
Architectural  Firm,  guided  discussion  on  construction  issues. 

A  session  on  acoustics  was  led  by  Scott  Berry  of  B-E 
Communications.  Mike  McCool,  minister  of  education  at  the  host 
church,  conducted  a  session  on  education  space.  James  Harrell, 


THE  Music 
Celebration  for 
Youth 
July  9-13, 1994 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
Pass  Christian,  Mississippi 


FOR  7TH  THROUGH 


12TH  GRADERS 


Of  LIFE 

Director.  Byron  Cutrer 

- 

For  more  information  contact 
Charlotte  Bass  or  Susan  Clark 
968-3800,  ext.  3867. 


Letters  to  the  Editor  policy 

Unsigned  letters  wiU  not  be  printed.  No  multi-a^  or  form  letters  will 
be  used. 

correspondence  is  subject  to  editing.  Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words. 

No  more  than  one  letter  will  be  printed  during  a  3-month  period  from 
any  individual.  Each  correspondent  must  include  an  address  and  the  name 
of  his  or  her  church. 

When  in  the  judgment  of  the  editor  a  given  issue  has  received  sufficient 
attention,  correspondence  dealing  with  ^t  subject  will  be  terminated. 

In  special  instances,  when  to  identify  the.  writer  of  a  letter  might  cause 
undue  embarrassment,  the  name  will  be  witUield. 

Ctxrespondents  should  refrain  from  personal  attacks. 


Rest  of  the  story 

Editor: 

The  picture  wd  article  about 
Mississippi’s  1994  State  Bible 
Drills  champion  Laura  Dunn  told 
only  part  of  the  story.  Laura’s 
older  sister  Wendy  was  the  1993 
State  Bible  Drills  champion.  Two 
consecutive  winners  from  one 
family  in  one  church  (First,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg)!  What  a  tribute  to  these 
girls,  their  parents,  Linda  and  Dar¬ 
rell  Dunn,  and  the  Bible  Drill 
coach,  Gail)  Harper. 

Bible  Drill  is  more  than  master¬ 
ing  mechanical  skills;  it  is  ingrain¬ 
ing  the  life-changing,  living  Word 
in  young  hearts  minds.  Oh,  for 
more  encouraging  parents,  perse¬ 


vering  coaches,  and  kids  like 
Laura  and  Wendy,  who  caught  die 
vision,  paid  the  price,  and  won! 

Eleanor  Geii^ 

Hattiesburg 

Knew  how  they  felt 

Editor: 

It  always  amazes  me  how  God 
plans  every  little  detail  of  our 
lives,  because  when  I  read 
“Itawamba  BSU’ers  step  into 
mean  streets...”  (May  19),  I  knew 
exactly  how  those  students  felt. 

I  am  writing  this  letter  for  two 
purposes:  to  encourage  BSU’ers  to 
continue  going  to  the  lost  world  to 
witness  for  the  cause  of  (Christ  and 
to  keep  up  the  good  work  of  our 
Lord;  and  to  encourage  my  fellow 


Christians  to  continue  sharing  the 
good  news,  or  if  you  are  not 
already  doing  so,  I  pray  that  you 
will  begin. 

On  return  home  from  (a  recent 
New  Orleans)  trip,  I  told  the  out¬ 
reach  director  of  my  church  that  I 
was  very  disturbed.  After  having 
the  same  oj^rtunity  to  witness  to 
people  exactly  like  the  ones  the 
BSU’ers  witnessed  to,  I  felt  that 
our  church  was  just  “playing 
church.”  After  all,  the  “reid  lost 
pec^le”  are  in  New  Orleans  and 
the  big  cities,  because  you  can  tell 
by  looking  at  them  and  listening  to 
them,  how  lost  they  really  are. 
After  agonizing  over  this,  I  sud¬ 
denly  realized  that  no  matter 
where  you  live,  whether  it  is  in 
New  Orieans,  or  a  small  town  in 
rural  Mississippi,  people  are  lost. 
They  may  not  “lode”  the  same  on 
the  outside;  but  inside  they  are 
dying. 

Also,  the  article  reminded  me  of 
my  dark  past  without  Jesus  Christ. 
Yes,  BSU’ers,  many  years  ago  I 
was  that  same  person,  lost  and  des¬ 
perate,  standing  oa  a  street  emner 
on  Mardi  Gras  day  in  ffie  French 
Quarter,  arguing  with  a  person 
who  was  witnessing  to  me  about 
the  salvation  of  Jesus  Christ.  I 
rejected  him  that  day,  but,  who 


II 
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knows,  maybe  the  prayers  and 
concern  of  that  cme  person  led  me 
to  Jesus  Christ  several  years  later, 
and  to  a  commitment  to  reach  oth¬ 
ers  for  Christ!  So,  please  do  not 
give  up.  One  person  in  the  eyes  of 
ffie  Lord  is  worth  it  all!  Praise 
God,  be  gave  me  a  second  chance, 
and  there  are  millions  out  there 
crying  for  a  first  or  possibly  a  sec¬ 
ond  chance.  Who  krows  what  will 
happen  to  the  ones  that  you 
touched  in  New  Orleans,  and  only 
because  you  obeyed  his  Word, 
“Go  dierefore  into  all  die  world....” 

Arlene  Smith 

Canton 

She  was  a  fine  lady 

Editor: 

I  went  to  see  a  little  old  lady 
today.  She  was  tattered  and  worn 
from  the  use  and  misuse  she  had 
endured  for  many  years.  Oh,  but  I 
think  how  proud  she  used  to  be  — 
standing  there  under  the  great, 
aged  oak  trees  with  all  the  glory  of 
a  nurturing  mother  watching  her 
children  come  and  go.  How  sad  it 
was  as  I  visited  the  classrooms, 
dorms,  and  the  orice-beautiful 
library  and  saw  all  the  neglect  that 
brou^t  her  to  this  dejected  stage. 
How  I  wanted  to  scream  —  some¬ 
one  must  pay  for  misusing  her  so! 
How  would  those  old  watch  dogs 
Dr.  Carter,  Dean  Bryant,  Dr. 


Conventional 


Moore,  Dr.  Clarke,  Miss  Wesson, 
and  the  others  feel  if  they  could 
see  their  old  love  being  treated  in 
such  a  way? 

As  I  pondered,  I  envisioned  her 
as  a  lady  standing  with  open  arms, 
searching  for  her  children  to  come 
to  her  rescue.  Alumni,  we  are  her 
children  if  she  influenced  us  in 
any  way.  We  cannot  escape  being 
a  Clarke  family  member.  She 
accepted  us,  sheltered  us,  guided 
us,  and  directed  us  in  Christian 
ways,  aiKl  now  she  needs  us.  She 
needed  us  yesteryear  but  most  did 
not  realize  it  or  did  not  have  the 
funds  to  spare.  God  help  us  to 
respond  to  her  now. 

We  cannot  change  what  has 
passed  —  but  we  crtn  help  now. 
Please,  consider  God’s  sons  and 
daughters  who  could  benefit  from 
such  an  institution  and  the  encour¬ 
agement  that  this  Lady  is  willing 
to  give. 

By  my  letter,  it  is  easy  to  see 
that  I  am  proud  to  be  a  part  of  this 
family.  It  has  been  over  30  years 
since  I  was  at  Clarke,  but  in  my 
heart  it  was  yesterday.  I  will  for¬ 
ever  cherish  the  songs,  prayers, 
and  good  (I!hristian  fellowship  that 
I  so  fondly  remember. 

Fellow  alumni,  help  keep  this 
dream  alive  for  generations  to 
come.  For  you  see,  she’s^till  a 
lady  to  me. 

Charles  E.  Harville 

Pontotoc 


Roa  ftambower,  Bd.D 
fOalmttr  of  Couarndhig 
nwt  CbarcR,  Hackiiim 


Baptist  Church 

Orlando,  Florida 


Sunday! 


Identical  Schedules 

8:30  AM  &  11:00  AM 

Jim  Henry,  P»tnr  WOfShip  SClViceS 

Message  By  Pastor  Jim  Henry 

No  Adult  Sunday  Schools 
Sunday  Schools  For  Birth  Through  6th  Grade 
Student  Rallies  Grade  7  Through  College 

With  Graham  Kendrick  and  Jay  Strack 


J«yStrack 


How  can  I  make  this  summer^ 
a  good  experience  for  my  nine- 
year-old  son,  who  just  lost  his 
father  to  a  long  hout  with  lung 
cancer? 

Let  him  play  a  lot. 

Give  him  space. 

Get  him  around  positive  male 
role  models.  ^ 

Keep  him  busy. 

Let  him  cry. 

Listen  to  him  when  be  talks 
about  anything. 

Encourage  him  to  read 
adventure  novels. 

Visit  the  grave. 

Stay  in  church. 

Allow  laughter. 

Take  time  for  yourself. 

Memorize  scripture  together 
—  especially  promises. 

Pray  at  meal  times  and 
before  bedtime. 

Spend  a  few  extra  minutes 
with  him  before  going  to  bed. 

Our  31 -year-old  daughter 
and  her  husband  are  happily 
married,  have  good  careers, 
and  don't  want  children.  Their 
friends  and  we  think  they  are 


selfish  and  are  breaking  the 
laws  of  Scripture. 

Have  you  discussed  this  with 
them?  Scripture  does  tell  us  to 
be  fruitful  and  multiply,  but 
God  also  gives  us  freedom  of 
choice.  The  more  you  try  to 
convince  your  daughter  and  her 
husband  that  they  are  wrong,  the 
stronger  they  will  hold  their 
position.  Society  has  made 
DINK  (double  income,  no  kids) 
couples  feel  that  not  having 
children  is  good,  and  they  there¬ 
fore  feel  justified  in  obtaining 
their  own  goals  rather  than  pop¬ 
ulating  the  earth  with  healthy 
new  growth.  Pray  for  your 
daughter.  Don’t  swly  pressure 
—  let  them  listen  tor  the  Lord’s 
direction.  Letting  others  be 
responsible  for  their  actions  is 
the  best  way  to  accomplish  a 
right  relationship.  Our  job  is  not 
to  convince  others  but  to  inter¬ 
cede  for  them  so  God  can  direct 
their  paths.  They  may  not  make 
the  choices  you  like,  but  they 
will  make  the  choices  God 
wants  them  to  make  as  long  as 
they  arc  listening  to  him. 


Gnhaia  Kendrick 


First  Baptist  •  (407)  425-2555 ' 3701  LB.  McLeod  Road  •  Orlando,  FL  ♦  (1-4/Exit  32,  John  Young  Parkway) 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  JUNE  14-16.  1994  IN  ORLANDO.  FLORIDA 


SeiMl  yomr  cauuseting  queoUona  to  UfeAnswen  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  r.O.  Box  330.  Jmckmoa.  nO  39203-0330.  nemae  be  brief,  rtmaae 
la  not  required.  Retuemben  la  tbae  of  criala.  jour  pmmtor  cma  mafee 
recoaawaeadmtlona  oa  jour  counaeUag  aeqda. 


1  800-654  1  294 


Just  for  the  Record 


For  registration,  contact  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Continuing  Education, 
Mississippi  College,  P.O.  Box 
4185,  Clinton,  MS  39058  or  call 
(601)  925-3831. 


Center  Hill,  Hamilton:  June 
5;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
memorial  service,  1 1  a.m.;  cov¬ 
ered  dish  at  noon;  1:30  p.m. 
singing;  The  Messengers  and  The 
Magnolia  State  Quartet,  guest 
Betbesda,  Terry:  June  5;  ser-  singers;  James  M.  Towery,  pas- 
^  -  -je,  11  a.'m  .;  covered  dish  in  fel-  tor. 

session  June  1 1  beginning  at  8  lowship  hall  at  noon;  Glenn  Mor- 
a.m.  for  persons  interested  in  gan,  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  guest 
forming  a  drama  ministry  or 

enhancing  their  acting  abilities.  MiSSiOnCUTV  NeWS 

Fishworks,  a  comedy/drama/  _  ^ _ 

singing  group  from  Atlanta,  will  ^^SSSSSS^SSSSSSSSSSmm 
serve  as  faculty.  Fee  is  $10  per  Kenneth  and  Ruth  Bailey 
person,  including  lunch.  For  more  missionaries  to  Bolivia,  are  on  th« 
information,  call  Tommy  White,  field  (address:  Casilla  3168,  Sanu 
coordinator,  at  (601)  264-1826  or  Cruz,  Bolivia).  Both  of  them  an 
the  church  at  (601)  544-5444.  Mississippians.  He  is  a  native  o 


Mt.  Horeb,  Collins:  June  5; 
worship,  1 1  a.m.;  fellowship  meal 
following  worship  .service;  Mar¬ 
vin  Taylor,  former  pastor,  guest 
speaker:  Johnny  Beaver,  pastor. 

Indian  Springs  (Perry):  June 
5;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor- 
.ship.  1 1 ;  lunch  in  fellowship  hall: 
afternoon  sing  with  Tim  &  Venc- 
ftia  Oglesby  of  Columbus,  the 
ISBC  sextet,  and  Houston  Road 
Boys,  1:15;  Lilbourne  McCul- 
Kenneth  and  Lynn  Baker,  lough.  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  gue.st 
missionaries  to  the  Ivory  Coast,  speaker:  Floyd  Seymour,  pastor, 
are  on  the  field  (address:  Mission 

Baptiste  Meridiona,  01  BP  512,  First  Church,  State  Line: 
Bouake,  Ivory  Coast).  He  was  June  5;  David  Irby,  guest  speaker: 
bom  in  Boone^le.  She  is  the  for-  Lavon  Crane,  pastor, 
mer  Lynn  Powell  of  North  Caroli- 

na  - -  - 

.  REYNOM^S-MALATESTA/ 

James  and  Olive  Reppeto,  FlJNERAL 


Ml.  Zion  Church,  Florence,  held  ground  breaking  on  April  24  for  a  new 
pastorium.  Pictured,  taking  part  in  the  ceremony,  are  Tommy  Bufkin,  pas¬ 
tor;  Ruth  Overstreet:  J.R.  Crain,  chairman,  building  committee:  Ann  Lee; 
and  Charles  Barron.  Not  pictured  are  Earl  Byrd,  Alton  Hemphill,  and 
Wayne  Brunson. 

Resumes  are  being  received  in  the  family  life  center,  and  a 
to  fill  the  position- of^rector  of  special  song  service  at  6:30  p.m. 
church  development  (association- 

al  education  director)  for  the  Parkhill  Church,  Jackson, 
Greater  Dayton  Association  in  will  observe  its  38th  anniversary 
southwest  Ohio.  Resumes  may  be  on  June  12.  Following  the  11  a.m. 
sent  to  Bill  Maupin,  chairman,  worship  service,  there  will  be  a 
Associational  Persoiuiel  Commit-  covered-dish  dinmr  in  the  fellow- 
tee,  c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  323  ship  hall.  Jim  Shanahan,  former 
North  11th  St.,  Miamisburg,  OH  pastor,  will  be  the  guest  speaker, 
45342.  and  Sam  Whittington  Jr.,  of 

Meridian  will  lead  the  music. 

Arrowood  Church,  Meridi¬ 
an,  will  host  a  mini-concert  with  Mississippi  College  is  offer- 
Johnny  Wycbe  and  a  talent  show  ing  a  Successftil  Money  Manage- 
at  7  p.m.  on  June  10.  ment  seminar  to  introduce  key 

concepts  and  practices  of  wise 

First  Church,  Poplarviile,  money  management.  The  seminar 
will  dedicate  its  newly  renovated  will  be  held  in  Jennings  Hall, 
sanctuary  on  June  5  during  the  11  Room  10,  on  June  7,  14,  21,  and 
a.m.  worship  service.  Activities  28  from  6:30-9  p.m.  The  cost  is 
will  include  dirmer  on  the  grounds  $55  for  an  individual  or  a  couple. 


i  Simple.  Safe.  Secure  ’ 
Natchez,  MS  442-7721^ 
"Sorice  With  Dignity  ’ 


Winston  Association  held  a 
county-wide  crusade  with  Danny 
Lanier,  evangelist,  and  Franklin 
Denham,  minister  of  music.  The 
results  were  83  professions  of 
faith  and  137  total  decisions. 


Union  marks 
125th  year 


RATE:  60  oanta  por  wont.  $4  minimum.  Cash  wlh  ontar  oxoapt  on  oaN||tek 
advartMng.  ImAida  namo.  adctfttss,:!^  ooda,  and'pime  numbm  In  woe^iiH^^ 
NoMraluGls. 


Union  Church,  Brookhaven, 
will  celebrate  its  125tb  annivetsary 
June  12. 

The  day  wiU  begin  with  buggy 
rides  to  church  at  9  a.m.,  followed 
by  Suixlay  School  at  10  and  wor¬ 
ship  at  11.  A  dinner  on  the 
grounds  will  be  held  following  the 
morning  worship  service. 

The  Continentals  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  in  an  afternoon  sing  at  1:30. 

For  more  information,  call  Ron 
Simpson,  pastor,  at  (601)  833-4994. 


BAPnSTRY/BATHTUB  R^AR.  shows,  3  meals.  Dates  open  July, 
Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too  August,  September  and  Novem- 
Icuge  or  small.  Statewide  service,  ber.  For  more  information  call 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub  HAPPY  TRAILS  TOURS  (601) 
Repair,  1642  Hwy  84E,  Laurel.  372-1348. 

MS  39440;  1-800-349-2882. 

FOR  BEST  SEATS  at  THE  PAS- 
BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all  SION  PLAY  in  Eureka  Springs, 
sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318)  Ark.,  Reserve  Now  at  KELLER'S 
939-2239.  COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT  (For 

Groups  of  12  or  More)l  Just  $30 
CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS:  Each  includes  Lodging,  Meals, 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For  Taxes,  &  BEST  ($12.50)  TICK- 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons  ETSI  Call  (501 )  2^-8418. 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  166,  Meridian, 

Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
(601)693-4451.  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 

Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 
TOURS  TO  BRANSON  —  Good  Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800- 
Christian  fellowship,  good  food,  368-2705. 

GOOD  TIMES  for  Church  Groups 

and/or  individuals.  $315  per  per-  *WE  BUY  OLD  Oriental  rugs, 
son.  Deluxe  motor  coach,  4  Any  size  or  condition.  1 -800-527- 
days/3  nights,  luxury  lodging,  3^  0861. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


Revival  Dates 


Names  in  the  News 


Concord  (Smith);  June  5-8; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  1:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7:30  p.m.;  John  G.  McCall,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Wilson  Sistrunk,  music; 
Cathy  Whittington  and  Jeanette 
Wells,  instrumentalists;  George' E. 
Meadows,  pastor. 

Hardy,  Grenada:  June  5-10; 

Staff 

Changes 


Mt.  Nebo  Church  (Newton) 
has  called  Danny  Parser  as  pastor. 

He  was  honored 
with  a  pounding 
on  May  29.  A 
reception  will  be 
held  June  5. 
Purser  attended 
Clarke  College, 
New  Orleans 
Seminary,  and  is 
currently 
enrolled  in  Ctov- 
*^“'^**’  ington  Theologi¬ 

cal  Seminary.  His  previous  place  of 
service  was  Coldwater  Church, 
Neshoba  Association. 

New  Zion  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  has  called  Albert  (Pete) 
Bates  of  Jackson  as  minister  of 
music,  effective  May  11.  Bates 
received  bis  education  at  Hinds 
Junior  College  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 


1 1  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Truman  Scar¬ 
brough,  Coffeeville,  preaching; 
Aleesa  Naisb,  Marks,  music;  J. 
Courtney  Selvy,  pastor. 

North  Union,  Mt.  Olive:  June 
5-8;  Sutxlay,  10:30  a.m.;  dinner  in 
fellowship  hall;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Gary  Sellers,  Georgia,  evan¬ 
gelist. 

Concord  (Rankin):  June  5-10; 
Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  1  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  11  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.;  Bill 
Webb,  Meridian,  evangelist; 
James  Stansbury,  Forest,  music; 
LaVeme  Summer^,  pastor. 

First,  Fannin:  June  5-8;  Sun¬ 
day,  11  a.m.;  Sunday- Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Bobby  Williamson,  Bran¬ 
don,  evangelist;  John  Moore, 
music;  Keith  Stephens,  pastor. 


Vacation 
Bible  Schools 


Antioch,  Columbus:  June  6- 
10;  9  a.m.-noon;  Edward  N.  Knox, 
pastor. 

Pecan  Grove,  Ellisville:  June 
5-10;  pre-registration,  3-4:30  p.m., 
June  4. 

Immanuel,  Batesville:  June  6- 
10;  7-9  p.m.  nightly;  pre-enroll¬ 
ment,  4-6  p.m.,  June  5.  * 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Lynn 
M.  Davis  Jr.,  executive  director 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Press 
Association,  suffered  an  apparent 
heart  attack  May  22  and  was 
rushed  to  a  Nashville  hospital 
where  be  is  undergoing  tests 
Davis.  63.  had  been  doing  yard 
work  when  he  began  suffering 
chest  pains.  As  of  late  May  23, 
Davis  was  scheduled  for  an  axteri 
ogram  but  doctors  told  family 
members  they  had  brought  him  to 
the  hospital  “in  good  time. 


William  Carey  College  has 


-  jf 


Curtis  Middleton  (left),  chairman  of  deacons  at  West  End  Church, 
West  Point,  recently  presented  a  plaque  to  Terry  Partin,  pastor,  and  his 
wife  Sue  in  appreciation  for  the  couple’s  six  years  of  service  to  the  con¬ 
gregation.  A  special  drama  was  also  presented  by  church  members  after 
the  morning  worship.  Terry  Vea2ey,  associate  pastor,  sang,  and  a  covered 
dish  luncheon  was  held. 


Betty  Johnson  recently  retired 
as  minister  of  music  at  Mantee 
Church,  a  position  she  held  offically 
since  1970.  She  also  led  and  coor¬ 
dinated  the  youth  program.  The 
church  honored  her  on  her  retire¬ 
ment.  Malcolm  Pinion  is  pastor. 


honored  several  of  its  faculty  with 
tenure  or  promotion.  Dorman 
Laird,  professor  of  reli^on,  and 
Jeff  McLelland,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  music,  have  been  grant¬ 
ed  tenure.  Faculty  members  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  full  profes¬ 
sor  are  Paul  Gotten,  who  has 
dual  rank  in  music  and  psycholo¬ 
gy;  and  Charlotte  McShea,  who 
has  dual  rank  in  mathematics  and 
education.  Promoted  to  the  rank 
of  associate  professor  are  June 
Hornsby  of  the  education  facul¬ 


ty;  Rebecca  Jordan,  English;  and 
Kathleen  Mitchell,  nursing. 
Members  of  the  nursing  faculty 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  assistant 
professor  are  Deborah  Chatham, 
Marilyn  Cooksey,  Julia 
Mansell,  Martha  Morris,  and 
Faye  Waldrop. 

Ivan  Parker,  former  lead 
singer  for  Gold  City  Quartet,  will 
be  in  concert  at  Friendship 
Church,  Aberdeen,  7  p.m.  on  June 
18.  Todd  Bowen  is  pastor. 


Annuity  Board  Sunday,  June  26 


4,615  retired  ministers  or  thev 
widows  receive  annuity  beiKfits 
of  $1(X)  or  less.  183  of  these  live- 
in  Mississippi. 

525  in  the  nation  are  on  Relief. 

Average  age  is  78.  Average  total 
monthly  income  is  $586.  Aver¬ 
age  monthly  expenses  are  $719. 
Their  needs  can't  wait!  The 
Annuity  Board  provided  them 
$191,693  in  the  first  quarter. 
About  half  the  Relief  recipients 
get  no  monthly  retirement  benefit 
because  they  never  enrolled  in  the 
Church  Annuity  Plan. 


annuitants  with  the  lowest 
mtMithly  benefits  receive  an  extra 
$50  a  month  frwn  the  Adopt  An 
Annuitant  fund. 

Sources  of  Money  for  Those  in 
Need 

•  Cooperative  Program  (from 
the  SBC) 

•Retired  Ministers'  Support 
Fund  (from  designated  or 
direct  gifts) 

•  Adopt  An  Annuitant  (from 
designated  or  direct  gifts) 


Pray  for  these  people  in  need. 

Is  God  leading  you  to  do  more  than  pray? 


SBCtvpnJmiPmgramStatemait:  ’...Presm.asneeded.iiifonnctkm(mmmistm'reluf 
ihnmgh  the  SotthemBtftisttmd  skat  convention  puNicaaons." 


Annuity  Board  ot  the 
rJP.  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

2401  OOir  Spriigs  Rd  •  F.O  Box  2190  •  Dillis.  Ttiis  75221-2190 
1-800  262-0511 


\ 


Uniform 

God  cares 


By  Doug  Bain 
Exodus  1-2 


That  God  cares  is  an  audacious  claim,  because  it  is  not 
always  an  easy  conclusion.  But  the  truth  of  that  claim  is 
vital  for  us  because  there  may  be  times  when  God  seems  to 
be  the  only  one  who  does  care.  He  is  certainly  die  source 
for  whatever  caring  humans  may  do.  Our  caring  is  only  a 
pale  reflection  of  the  kind  he  does. 

One  way  we  know  about  God’s  caring  is  from  reflection 
on  biblical  history.  Israel  would  reflect  back  after  deliver¬ 
ance  from  Egyptian  bondage:  How  did  all  this  come  about 
and  who  is  this  Yahweh?  Wiat  does  he  intend  for  us  and 
does  he  actually  care? 

A  Strange  Deliverer  is  this  Yahweh,  not  sparing  even 
his  chosen  people  (or  his  Chosen  Son)  finm  oppression  and 
travail,  his  action  not  bound  by  human  expectation,  his 
ways  involving  a  “harsh  providence.”  Yet  he  is  the  Strong 
Deliverer.  Such  truth  comes  in  the  form  of  story  and  of 
experience 

Oppression  by  the  new  dynasty  (l:8-lla).  As  the 
nation  remembers  its  deliverance  and  reflects  on  its  des¬ 
tiny,  the  narrative  is  carried  all  the  way  back  to  Moses, 
even  to  his  infancy  (as  the  church  would  reflect  back  to 
Jesus’  life,  even  to  his  infancy).  As  background  to  the 
Moses  narrative  we  are  told  that  a  new  Egyptian  Pharaoh 
rose  to  power,  one  who  did  not  look  with  favor  on  the 
descendants  of  Joseph.  This  rise  of  the  19th  dynasty  appar¬ 
ently  fonns  the  historical  backdrop  for  the  Hebrew  oppres¬ 
sion.  Verses  9-10  suggest  that  a  Hebrew  presence  at  Egypt¬ 
ian  bordei  territory  would  be  seen  as  a  security  risk,  for 
they  might  join  the  enemy.  The  Hebrews  then  were  sub¬ 
jected  to  forced  labor,  helping  build  the  new  Egyptian  capi¬ 
tal  and  store  cities  in  the  delta  region. 

Resource  providence  (2:1-4).  The  Hebrew  nation 
began  taking  shape  at  the  Exodus,  later  understanding  itself 
to  be  elect  and  in  covenant.  Moses  was  pivotal  as  the  Exo¬ 
dus  General,  the  Old  Testament  deliverer,  and  law  giver. 
For  such  a  great  national  and  religious  hero  even  his  earli¬ 
est  years  would  be  of  keen  interest  to  later  reflective 
thmkers.  Later  Hebrew  generations  would  benefit  from  the 
details  of  how  God’s  purposive  providence  protected  the 
infant  Moses.  The  resourcefulness  of  Moses’  parents  in 
protecting  him  bears  testimony  to  God’s  caring  provisions, 
reminding  us  of  God’s  providence  in  our  experience.  Even 
as  the  Hebrews  are  in  bondage  God  is  at  work  behind  the 
scenes,  at  work  within  history,  to  set  deliverance  in  motion. 

Providential  compassion  (2:5-9a).  In  stark  contrast 
with  the  Pharaoh’s  oppressive  policy  of  forced  labor  is  his 
daughter’s  compassion  for  the  infant  Moses.  Once  again 
the  Hebrew  hearer  of  later  generations  could  trace  tire 
providence  of  God  as  Moses’  sister  secures  Moses’  own 
mother  to  be  the  “Hebrew  woman  to  nurse  the  child.” 

What  an  incredible  turn  of  events!  The  very  one  who 
will  confront  Pharaoh  later  is  now  being  sheltered  by 
Pharaoh’s  own  daughter.  God  is  providmg  deliverance 
from  the  royal  family  from  within  the  royal  family.  God 
often  works  from  the  inside  out.  The  deliverance  he  would 
provide  for  us  from  some  bondage  may  already  be  at  work, 
from  the  inside  out,  with  the  foundational  network  already 
in  place. 

Israel’s  cry  and  God’s  concern  (2:23-25).  When  the 
king  of  Egypt”  died  (apparently  Seti  I  in  12%  B.C.),  the 
Hebrew  slaves  found  no  relief  under  the  rrext  ruler  (Rame- 
ses  A).  They  “groarred  and  cried  out.”  For  every  Hebrew  in 
succeeding  generations  who  would  ask  “Who  is  this  Yah¬ 
weh?”  the  text  supplied  the  answer.  “God  heard  their 
groaning...  God  remembered  his  covenant...  God  looked 
upon  the  Israelites...  God  took  notice  of  them”  (vv.  24-25). 
Truth  about  God  is  in  dynamic  categories,  showing  who 
God  is  by  what  he  does.  Even  tbou^  shittng  currents  of 
human  history  may  produce  oppressive  circumstances, 

God  is  forever  on  the  move  within  the  historical  process  to 
reweave  the  pattern.  Although  God’s  providetxre  may  seem 
harsh,  he  compassionately  cares  for  his  people,  even 
aring  us  as  his  representatives  to  people  of  our  world, 
ain  Is  professor  of  biblical  and  related  studies.  Blue 
Mountain  College. 


Bible  Book 

Jesus  betrayed  and  denied 

By  Dan  Howard 
John  18 


Has  your  faith  ever  truly  been  tested?  Most  of  us  have 
never  had  to  face  the  reali^  of  being  arrested  or  put  to 
death  because  of  our  belief  in  Jesus  ClirisL  There  are  Chris¬ 
tians  around  our  world  who  face  this  reality  every  day. 
Even  thou^  we  may  not  face  being  arrest^  or  put  to  death 
for  our  beliefs,  we  as  (Christians  are  faced  daily  with 
whether  we  will  be  faithful  to  Jesus  or  deny  him  by  the 
things  we  do  or  say. 

Jesus  betrayed  and  arrested  (w.  3-5, 10-11).  After 
Jesus  concluded  his  high  priestly  prayer  in  John  17,  he  and 
his  disciples  crossed  tte  Kidron  Valley  and  proceeded  to  a 
garden.  Matthew  and  Mark  identified  the  ga^n  as  (Jethse- 
mane.  The  phrase  “went  forth”  in  verse  1  indicates  that 
Jesus  went  forth  with  a  deliberate  purpose.  He  went  to  pre¬ 
pare  himself  spiritually  for  what  was  about  to  happen.  By 
goirig  to  a  place  that  was  familiar  to  Judas,  he  indicates  Ws 
willingness  to  follow  God’s  will  for  his  life  and  to  suffer 
and  die  for  a  sinful  world. 

In  verse  3  we  see  Judas  leading  a  large  company  of 
Roman  soldiers  and  temple  police  to  the  place  he  l^w 
Jesus  would  be.  It  has  b^n  estimated  that  there  were  over 
200  men  in  this  group.  The  fact  of  their  being  armed  may 
mdicate  that  they  thought  there  would  be  a  riot  or  armed 
resistance  by  Jesus’  followers. 

Jesus  knew  all  that  was  going  to  happen  to  him.  Know¬ 
ing  this  he  voluntarily  stepped  forward  and  asked  for  whom 
they  were  searching.  Jesus  readily  identified  himself  as  the 
one  whom  they  were  seeking.  This  indicated  once  again  the 
willingness  arid  faithfulne.ss  of  Jesus  in  doing  his  Father’s 
will.  Jesus  voluntarily  offered  his  life  for  us.  No  one  forced 
him. 

In  verse  10  we  see  Peter’s  response  to  this  situation  was 
one  of  physical  resistance.  He  felt  that  Jesus’  hour  of  estab¬ 
lishing  his  kingdom  had  finally  come.  He  took  his  sword 
and  cut  off  the  ear  of  Malchus,  the  high  priest’s  servant. 
Luke  records  that  Jesus  healed  the  servant’s  ear  (Luke 
22:51).  Peter  was  trying  to  fight  a  physical  battle  while 
Jesus  had  stressed  repeatedly  that  this  was  a  spiritual  battle. 
Jesus  rebuked  Peter  in  verse  1 1  and  commanded  him  to  put 
away  the  sword.  The  cup  which  Jesus  voluntarily  chose  to 
drink  from  was  the  cup  of  suffering,  God’s  judgment  upon 
sin,  death,  and  the  salvation  of  ma^nd. 

Peter’s  fii^t  denial  (v.  17).  Jesus  was  carried  to  the 
palace  of  the  high  priest.  Peter  and  John  followed  them. 
John  was  known  by  the  high  priest  and  this  gained  entrance 
into  the  palace  area  for  him  and  Peter.  The  gate  keeper 
knew  John  was  a  disciple  but  questioned  Peter  about  his 
association  with  Jesus.  Peter’s  denial  is  something  that 
many  followers  of  Jesus  have  done.  Too  many  Christians, 
when  they  are  in  school,  at  work,  among  neighbors,  and  at 
social  functions,  pretend  not  to  know  CThrist.  Trying  to  be 
one  of  the  crowd  will  cause  us  to  deny  tlie  Lord. 

Annas  questions  Jesus  (vv.  19-24).  Jesus  was  carried 
before  Armas,  the  former  high  priest  and  the  father-in-law 
of  Caiaphas.  He  questioned  Jesus  in  two  areas:  his  follow¬ 
ers  and  his  teachings.  This  trial  was  a  mockery  of  justice 
for  several  reasons.  First,  it  was  illegal  to  hold  trials  at 
night.  Second,  it  was  illegal  to  hold  a  trial  in  a  home.  Third, 
according  to  Jewish  law,  no  cases  were  to  be  tried  during 
the  Passover  week.  When  Armas  realized  that  he  could  find 
nothing  to  condemn  Jesus  with,  he  had  Jesus  boutKl  and 
sent  to  Caiiqrhas. 

Peter’s  second  and  third  denials  (w.  25-27).  Peter  was 
standing  with  the  crowd,  warming  himself.  They  began  to 
question  him  about  his  association  with  Jesus.  Peter  denied 
any  association  with  Jesus.  Peter  was  then  questioned  by 
one  of  Malchus  relatives  about  being  in  the  garden  with 
Jesus  when  he  was  arrested.  Peter  denied  this  fact. 

Peter’s  denial  came  out  of  fear  of  embarrassment, 
ridicule,  rejection,  loss  of  friendships,  and  punishment. 

This  indicated  that  at  that  moment  m  feared  men  m(He  than 
he  feared  and  reverenced  God.  God  does  not  give  us  the 
spirit  of  fear,  but  of  power  and  strength. 

May  we  Ire  constantly  on  guard  lest  we  deny  Jesus  as 
Peter  did. 

Howard  is  pastor,  WoodviDe  Church,  Woodville. 


and  Work 

in  God’s  peace 

By  Billie  Buckley 
Philippians  4 


Living  in  peace.  Who  of  us  has  not  longed  for  a  peace  to 
tone  down  the  racket  and  clanging  noises  in  our  world? 

The  kids  are  fighting;  the  boss  is  complaining;  our 
spouse  is  demarxling;  sorrow  overwhelms  us;  o^y  the 
church  is  silent.  It  may  not  be  a  preaceful  comforting 
silence,  either — just  a  rreglecting  aloofness  that  you  feel 
from  your  church. 

In  dealing  with  the  noise  of  this  world  and  the  silence  of 
the  church,  maybe  we  should  ask  our  heavenly  Father  to 
answer  this  prayer;  “Father,  carpet  my  life  with  your  pres¬ 
ence  and  preace.  Grant  me  wisdom  to  know  that  you  are  the 
only  true  buffer  to  the  endless  noises  and  confusions  in  my 
life.” 

Through  our  scripture  today,  we  will  look  at  four  buffers 
that  allow  us  to  live  in  God’s  preace.  Paul  .shared  these  with 
the  church  at  Philipjpi:  buffers  to  dissension,  unhappiness, 
anxiety,  and  negativism. 

A  buffer  to  dissension  —  a  resolving  attitude  (vv.  1- 
3).  Paul  found  joy  in  his  friends  in  Philippi.  He  urged  tliem 
to  help  two  faithfel  workers  overcome  a  dsagreement.  The 
solution  would  come  by  putting  the  good  of  the  church  and 
the  gosprel  above  prerson^  interests.  Only  those  who  live  in 
the  preace  of  God  can  find  this  unity. 

There  is  an  important  emphasis  in  God’s  Word  on  the 
unity  of  the  faith.  Dissension  in  the  church  is  not  part  of 
God’s  plan.  He  did  not  put  us  here  to  become  spiritual 
stars.  He  placed  us  in  the  church  to  build  up  his  body  —  the 
church.  We  need  to  be  busy  resolving  those  differences  in 
his  church. 

A  buffer  to  unhappiness  —  a  joyful  and  tolerant  atti- 
^de  (w.  4-^.  According  to  Paul,  the  Philippians  could  be 
joyful,  even  in  the  midst  of  a  hostile  environment  becau.se 
of  the  anticipation  of  the  return  of  the  Lord.  Being  joyful 
and  tolerant  toward  others,  even  tho.se  who  are  oppressive, 
is  evidence  of  an  attitude  that  comes  from  living  the  peace 
of  God. 

Oppressive  people  never  worried  Jesus  because  he  was 
not  “out”  to  get  his  own  way.  He  consistently  sought  to  find 
where  his  heavenly  Father  was  working  and  to  assist  him  in 
that  particular  eiuleavor.  This  is  the  secret  of  a  preacefiil 
haprpiiKss  that  is  filled  with  joy  and  tolerance. 

A  buffer  to  anxiety  —  a  confident  attitude  (vv.  6-7). 
Paul  exhorted  the  Philippians  to  live  with  confidence  that 
the  Lord  would  provide  for  them  and  keep  them  secure  in 
ways  beyond  human  explanation.  Confidence  in  the  ability 
of  God  is  evidence  of  an  attitude  tlrat  comes  from  living  the 
peace  of  God.  This  confidence  comes  not  primarily  from 
tire  .sound  of  thundering  voices  from  our  pulpits  or  the 
majestic  sounds  of  fine-tuned  orche.stras  and  choirs.  Tl 
comes  from  a  voice  that  is  so  gentle  and  quiet  that  we  could 
so  easily  miss  it  if  we  don’t  .spend  quiet  time  in  his  pres¬ 
ence.  Here  we  accept  the  Holy  Spirit’s  buffer  to  .anxiety  as 
we  move  with  his  confidence  through  life. 

A  buffer  to  negativism  —  right  thinking  and  right 
acting  (vv.  8-9).  Paul  challenged  the  Philippians  to  fill  tlreir 
minds  with  ri^t  thinking,  so  their  lives  would  be  filled 
with  right  action.  Such  thinking  and  action  enable  a  believ¬ 
er  to  know  more  of  God’s  peace. 

Right  thinking  takes  place  when  you  refuse  to  abandon 
yourself  to  your  moods  of  anxiety  or  depression.  You  sim¬ 
ply  cannot  impose  your  negative  feelings  on  others.  Your 
course  of  action  is  set  and  it  is  a  strong  buffer  to  nega¬ 
tivism. 

Because  we  know  that,  “A  merry  heart  is  a  good  medi¬ 
cine  (causeth  good  healing);  but  a  broken  spirit  drieth  up 
the  bones,”  we  simply  refuse  to  look  miserable;  speak 
mournfully;  be  pessimistic;  pass  on  depression:  nurse  our 
sorrow;  or  dwell  on  that  which  is  lost. 

Instead,  we  look  for  arxl  anticipate  that  through  it  all 
God  is  moving  to  reveal  himself  to  us  and  to  carpet  us  with 
his  love  and  peace. 

Buckley  is  a  member  of  Petal-Harvey  Church,  Petal. 
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Chartina  White 
hfra.  Vivian  M.  Bttflcia 
.  Mr.  AMn.SaAEOinnJr. 

Mn.CUAffeooa 
Me.  Lanatla  Bttrgte 


IA.AMn.Cay«aBII«d 
HtthtetBldiip 
Chsrlotta  and  Oosvy  Bsona 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rmdy  Bfocow  A  P«ttly 
McmaManrateiBfock 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  E  Criss 

Mrs.  Mary  Lynn  Moody 

Mrs.  Itek  Mrhtei  md  Pmdiy 

Mr.SI*i.K.C.<AaB 

le.CaifarUIUk, 

JM^KayMHbr 

kSaNMXDuoay 

RdSk  »  Om.  armc  Vkkahvf 

TJU.  SS  CbM  .rnc  VkSAwg 

IS.  S  ISa.  JMa.  T.  Balhid 

Dr.  S  Mb.  BMiy  I.  CaoM 

Ih.  S  Ma.  Jeta  i.  HahbiM 

lb.SMn.SMlayKHaa 

MbaSaSaPada^nA 

lb.Slbi.lwMratma 

lib.SMn.LP.WUH 

Ma.  NaayLifd 

lb.  S  Iba.  bta  Caabnb. 

lb.  S  Ibi.  JaiS  PaabS  Jr. 

lb.  S  Mn.  W.  W.  Oarldi^i.  h. 

lb.  ad  Iba.  Ibay  Hanal  S  Mny 

lb.  S  Iba.  Waynt  Q.  Narab 

UnrUHpOaPadly 

lb.  S  Iba  Joa  BaadaloB 

Mr.  AlbaKaaa 

lb.  Bdnnd  N.  Sabh 

MiaJaEVnaa. 

Hn  Jlaay  Osaa  FnoSy 
Or.SIbi.  W.D.AaidB 
Mr.  S  Mn.  SiU  Daaea 
Iba  Mny  B.  Paid 
Mr.Slba.lhtryMcVal||i 
Mr.  S  lb..  PrnS  P^nbi  CLU 
lb.  S  Ms.  L  M.  Ddml 
UsydBladnadl 
MaBteCSaUan 


C  S  L  Bak  of  BbuDCMoan,  FL 
MraMaMaBaMa 
Sr.  Adidi  SS.  Lba  Caao  BC, 
BbaSpriap 
JIaBart 
Mn.ranrS<nliM 
Jala  I.  Bob 

M.  S  Mn.  Chnb.  C  Hnnta 
BandlBabr 
Mn.  Bcbnt  U  BiaMbM 
lb.A.B.Cnada 
M.  SMB.laekT.Oaby 
M.PkaMIUCnada 
M.SMn.llnryCIUI 
Ma-MabSCiaam 
Mn.  Aaysl  B.  MoCaellr. 

Ma.  e  M.  (BaM*  >■•■■■)  Catr 
M.  S  Mn.  Pal  L  lagfan 


M.S  Mb.  Harry  CHaO 
M.  S  Mia  Bayaand  U  Cn% 
Hany  Hafl'i  SS.  IVC  Oisaanood 
BaabCUbr 
M.SMn.K.XMnnsU 
aasttaC.CatM|fei 
Ma.LadlbWnBocfc 
kb.LadaCaSar 
M.  SMn.  Pal  D.  Alla 
M.  S  Mn.  JoMfii  A.  Ballia 
M.  VMsrCaaaay 
M.  S  Mn.  Willb  B.  Baba 
1W  Babsl  Babr  Xygn  Pemily 
M.  Psai  T.  Oaaabnbda 
Mn.lIaSHon 
M.SMii.OaBvae 
DanaChanSan 
Myra  ad  Lyua  Jafaaaa 


Mn.  B.  L.  Bryae 
M.  S  Mn.  Hanoa  t.  Ibof 
Dan  Oat 
Mta  Daivay  L.  BUd 
Dr.Pnry  Cbsba 
M.  S  Mn.  Cbabe  O.  Bs«U 
M.SMn.B.T.Saa 


M.  S  Mia  CnI  IMbr 
UUeb  Oaaay  Pna  Baaa 
M.naMaO^Jr. 

M.  Ja  B.  BaSna 

M.  SMn.RM.Sauit 

Mn.  I.  S  Lawlc  ad  Parity 

LaraOiboft 

M.  S  Mn.  Cntoe  Okai 

as - —a 

vmD  iBOwsso 
hb.  A  Hn.  Lsa  H.  Lteay 
Mr.  C  B.  Mkcbell 
Hima  Sikiyeh 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Kilby  P.  Wafter  k. 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Cbarlas  ByschlWId 
Mr.  KU  O.  Tsyfor 
Mr*.  Agatha  CitettMMi 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Htery  C  Hal) 


Ana  Back  CoUter 
Mn.  Ihamte  W.  Hays 
Mra.  Ltelto  Coofoa 
Mr.AMn.  WaUamClay 
Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  M.  MAdnll  ' 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Nuriti  ftsmgloy 
Mr.  Wa  E  CoDtety  Jr 
Mr.AMn.  B.A.AadMs 
Mr.  aal  Mn.  W.  B.  B^oo 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Doo  Healy 
MacrteCowi 

Mr.  A  Mn.  D— ai  K  Da«i  md  girls 
MrOairndaMmCeok 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Qtarlei  I.  Bovwnm 
E  Gray  Caalay 
SaA  md  Bsiboca  Bill 
ClffmdJuiidtaEbku 
MieaDeDdsdCaepte* 
Mr.«dMn.l.T.CWoe 
Ike  Huay  Duncan  Fmaliy 
Mr.NaweBCteDdkM 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tom  W.  Htedsgs 
LattlaCoAar,Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Joesph  E  RoWns 
Shteyt  Qcraiany  Courpaycr 
Mr.  Qaoifs  OUniMa 
ArckteCawart 

Stedor  Adidt  SS.  Piovkbooa  BC 
Ttekupg  Union  Claas,  ftovidmoe  BC 
Mr.  A  Hn.  Rkkted  Taylor 
Mn.  Brack  A.  Craft 
Mr.  A  Mn.  I.  DooglM  Saif  Sr. 
CkteimaCrata 
Mr.  Charles  Rowm 
Miss  L.  A.  McCoy 
PaMCranfeed 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Chtelas  Hmforsnn 
Mfs.  Rva  Mm  Craven 
Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  M.  MitcheU 
Piovidsoce  Baptist  Church  Choir 
HapeNoaUeCrael 
Mr.  A  Mn.  ClaytMi  Creel 
Mr.  Laytm  La  OhmImiw 
Mn.  J.  V.  Smich 
Louis  D*Anlco 
Mi.  Mstjorie  F.  Claok 
Gordon  Dovie 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Hank  Robison  and  Jodi 
Mra.  Moude  Butler  Day 
Mr.  sod  Mrs.  Tonwnie  Talbert 
Bcmke  Doan 
Chapel  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Edward  Decs 
Hi^  and  Louveoe  Linder 
Jm  A  Bob  Roberts 
U.EDaaa 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ernest  L  Scruggs 
Goargo  Debater 
Mn.  Mtey  W.  West 
MaxInaDca 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Michael  L  HeCool 

Bennla  Denton 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Tommy  Ramsey 
Darryl  Ram  DIckard 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jamas  Nason 
Beverly  mdRogte  Wright 
Mra.  Sittdra  Pkk^ 

Mn.  J.  P.  Maxwell  SauA 

PeeaDI^ 

Mr.  A  Mn.  IhomM  D.  Housa 
Mr.BaHraMEDtett 
Hn.  Msfilyn  Harvey,  Sbans 

A  AttAar 

IluAaad  aCMra.  RMh  Dadma 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Baony^E  Cook 
Mrs.  Clara  Dukm 
Ray  md  Sue  Budby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  BiuoaCu^ 
Mn.JasskW.Lawls 
AaadaLmDya 
lb.  Abba. Jack B.MaitiD 
Mr.ChacfoeDttMieBai 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Roy  CHbum 
lb.  Albs.PteteP.Buasthtr 
lb.Albs.R^CiBioa 
Mra.  Barak  ■■§ 
lb.  A  Mn.  Onus  BttchMn 
llra.Lttcy  Rly 
lbs.  fVnk  WilBsww  Jr. 
Mr.PlaydBMnatt 
Mss  Mtey  F.Wytet 


lb.  A  lbs.  Ray  L  Ooss 
Mr.Uoyd&RrwIn 
Mrs.  W.  P.  HayoM 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Atebaoy  Oartt 
Mr.PatoRrwIn 
lb.  A  Ms.  T.  W.  Dulmay  Jr. 

Ms.  Mary  Loo  Btelor 
Mra.W.A.Pa«l 
lbs.  Rabscici  Cbattam 
CatfiyPaara 

lbs  HteMsr  Coibem  Pmily 


lb.  A  f4m.  Gaofge  E  Hatt  A. 
WUhsm  A  Hkteie  Moris  Boykin 
lbs.  J.  B.  Horn 


M.  A  Mn.  Jmsas  L  Travis 
Mr.JmPtegwia 
Mr  AMrv.EhmodCrtoD 
Mre.  Grelckatt  LeMr  Pwgiiaao 
lb.  A  Mn.  Jmsas  E  Prtet 
Bratbteoflav.LaaPteTOil 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bunay  E  Cnak 
Mr.W.C.(D«h)tar«l 
lb.  A  Mn.  Curtis  Eirbanm 
Mr.  A  Ms.  Wiabed  Stay  son 
Raya  Bryant  flttlay 
Sfioo  Biytltt  Chunh 
Mem.  Darla  PWcher 
M.  A  Mn.  W.  J.  Sonmons  Jr. 
M.  A  Ms.  WiUittB  WUbns 
Mr.BttPlibte 
M.  A  Mn.  Douglas  Atdttnsn 
Mra.  Dorla  PladMr 
M.  WilUmi  Laslie  Willcifu 
Mre.  Bveiva  Ella  Ford 
M.  Almsoo  TWibou^ 

Mn.  Jom  W.  Horn 
WIBIaai  Taylor  Part 


Las  sod  Mona  Beak 
Pml  md  Fay  Beak 
Lsjiar  md  Putts  Grtturo 
Ptes  and  Pusy  Sbeteon 
Mr.  D.  W.Ptelmbttij 
M.  A  Mn.  Merk  A.  Riley 
B.  J.ProDck 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Clibum 
Royd,  Mary  Stelferd  A  Chris  Smiih 
Mra.  Lootaa  Gabbard 
Amie  fkmrsi  A  Dwi^  O. 

WtlUttlM 

HoObGaMm 

M.  A  Mrs.  Hmry  Biunanstt 
Mrs.  Bottttlo  Ooai^y 
Domos  SS,  nC  SwaraU 
Mre.  Lite  GBBm 
M.  A  lbs.  W.  W.  Ctefarm 
Mr.  Caepte  Gaack 
M.  A  Mn.  Whifted  S.  Cbok 
LMm  Goody 

BiUy  Msddns  SS,  bgomte  BC,  New 
Afomy 
HudaonOray 
M.  A  Mn.  Lssoy  Ibomas 
Mn.  Batty  Gray 
M.  A  Mn.  Bob  McCord 
UndoOalloy 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Natl  a  Skamms 
Mr.GmyHadm 
M.  A  Mn.  James  M.  Raoug 
M.  BnotRmdng 
TboramMerttiriiHbl 
lbs.  Judy  H.  IVaGtate 
Ootega  and  Mary  Hamtettt 
lbs.  Dotodiy  Hsaanitt  Shmdara 
Mr.W.EBottUttood 
Mrs.  W.  S.  HteiMisond 
TbottUoEBand 
lbs.  Lodsee  Hand 
WIUloHmd 
Grasber  Bietben  Inc. 

Mra.  Antt  Hanlre 
M.  A  Mn.  Soyniour  Oularsey 
Mrs.  Bertha  Haekliia 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mrs.  Maudie  Mae  Lowe 
Lucille  L.  Herrington 
Ms.  Nannse  Lou  Morgan 
Mrm.  Hilda  Harrey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Douglas  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  O.  Wuktns 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Wallace  Oay 
Mr.  AMn.  CM.  Mitchell 
Mrs.  James  C.  PoA 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Norris  Stsmpky 
Mra.  Mbmle  Auguala  Harvey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Duo  Healy 
Mra.  Groce  Hevard 
lb.  A  Mn.  Elwood  Oain 
Mrs.  Domthy  Mcljan 
LeaRBawkim 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bobby  Bridges 
Mr.MMettmHaardfSr.  - 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Eiwtson  Rogan 
Ms.lblAedC.fliillips 
Mr.  Harvey  nadgapatfa,  8r. 
lb.  A  Mn.  Qyda  C  Brym 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Attbioy  Laa  Boooc 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Grag  (Nancy)  Hclam 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ibooiai  BlaMJay 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  N.  Wdten 
Clyde  Hkke 
Ib.AMn.RDgarWhite 
Mra.  Beet  Sbiney  Hlnea 
bfiss  Jam  Graves 
Mr.  RiMalyb  (Rudy>Httland 


Canlyn  RaMaeatt  Haod 

Goldm  Oola  SS,  Pmvidmm  BC 
SeMor  Aduk  SS.  Pmvidmeo  BC 

IWoa  Clws,  Piovidaiim  BC 
MssBUbaJoAahlay 
TVavte  AlanuBsilay 
LteiyA  AaaMnalilggidlwbmi 
lb.Albi.PisAlbhniii 
lb.Albs.CM.MIttbaO 
Loiena  Steadmm  md  Leulsa  Oewak 
Maivto  A  Davn  SteMttim 
lb.Alba.RkbaMTaylor 
NonmJamWikutt 
PiDvidmoa  Bspttrt  Omeb  Chob 
lba.Das«AyT.Bamut 
lb.  Billy  M.MeBtehsB 
Ml  A  Mn.  Lsnny  Moslay 
Panirta  Bobbwao  Wanm 
M.Ray  Baed 
lb.AMn.Bte10iBoo 
Mra.  Arndt  Httret 
Mr.  AMn.  JackT.Gday 
RMblmnan 
lb.Albs.GlaanJenas 
Dr.OamrIrby 
Ms.  Pttttda  E  Dempsey 
Jack  Jeckaatt 
lbs.  Polly  Jttwan 
JoweRJenUm 
Ormbor  Bfodian  Ido. 

Molbte  or  Ifo.  Gal  Jeaktm 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Buoy  R.  Cook 
PrmkWaJohMMfJr. 

lbs.  David  E  Brooks 
MarkD.  JohttMtt 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frmk  Psjrrskt  CLU 
Mre.  JuHa  Roily 
Graea  SS.  Aks  Woods  BC 
Mr.  A  lbs.  C.  M.  Ibccbcll 
Mn.  James  C  PoA 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Nonis  Stmaplay 
Mr.  Victor  Koaip 
Y  sle  StteU  Bspttst  Church 
Frimdshy  SS.  IVCCIaveUnd 
YIrtorRssap 
Mn.  Ins  MaeBowkn 
BmBowim 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pu  Ingrua 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Trovis  Jenkins 
Ms.  Prmoss  E  Scivggs 
Victor  Romp  ond  BonM  Roasp 
Mr.  AMrs.  Jums  Woodward 
Mn.  Omrgs  (Pfaacm  Hiiffaiaii) 
Racr 

Mra.  Utba  T.  Korr  A  B«  fU)y 
H1S.O.  HShuiMiB 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Junas  T.  Bttlnd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  BiU  Duncm 
Mn.HmalT.Cui^baU 
lb.AMn.W.HaKlrk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  P.  a  OuUadge 
Ibelata  Kraom 
Mr.  AMrs.B.F.Hteper 
Steottm  Bspttst  Cbui^  Natebex 
LbaRun 
QubUds  White 
StediABUITotlason 
Mn.  Skiriey  Lallarty 
IbaRaySoaB 
EELmd 
Mr.Si^Lua! 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  a  C  MaUett 
Mr.SteMyLand 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubmy  Lee  Boone 
Mn.StettiN.SInw 
Mr.  AMrs.  Wayne  Boa 
Bdia  Longford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Reynokls 
Mottsar  of  Mra.  Jo  Ana  La  wieuce 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Barney  R.  Cook 
Rcv.EO.Lewla 
Bessie  Rogers  SS,  Unsen  Hall  BC 
Mn.  Elsie  Rogers  and  Family 
Mrs.  Loulae  P.  Ltshman 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Perry  Sprabetry 
Mra.  Tomsnto  Leu  Little 
Mr.  A  Mr«.  J.  M.  Smik) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  Morgan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Reynolds 
Mr.  Carkale  Llvtugalon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fern-  Spraberrv 
Alkla  D.  Lofton 

Hescules  Tire  A  Rubber  Saks  Co. 
Mr.  Coca  Lott 
Ms.  Mary  Joe  Washington 
Edward  Loa  Lowa 
Oraabar  Biothare  ku. 

VtewLawry 
Mn.  Vm  B.  Loony 
Mr.  Qyda  Maddea 
FeUowsldp  Volunteer  SS, 
FBCHaxMiurst 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  A.  Lowery 
Mrs.  W.  L.  fteno 
Mn.  Vanea  Malatta 
Mn.  Sidnay  B.  Ihonaon  A  Fsniily 
Mr.  OMIaa  Mmifiun 
Mama  md  Ratty  Lm 
Aduk  SS,  Shady  Grove  BC 
EC.Mamdag 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Yerger  Robinsoo 
Mr.  Cnckatt  Meaaittg 
Mr.  A  Mra.  Writer  V.  DiAcs 
Psmal  Martia 
Mr.  AMrs.  BlUy  Harold 
Mn.  Avaa  E  Martia 
Mr.  A  Iba.  HteoM  Sknotent 


Mr.EC.  Jibama 
lbs.ft.C.Jriauoa 
BOBaftitJoam 
Mr.  Junss  Wrilma  Jams 
Mr.  Eibmi  HaraM  Jmm 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dcnrid  A.  Briter 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Janes  W.  Lewis 
Mn.  Aaa  Calbart  loam 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Don  Healy 
Idr,  A  Hn.  Junes  Bemut 
Ms.  Bessie  Jackson 
Rebut  Lerite  (Bobby)  Jordoa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  SiAny  Morrison 
Mr.  CtewttunRriIri 
Hr.  A  Mn.  Out  Bvms 
Mr.PriRoBy 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Cb«ios  L.  Miller 

Mr.  W.T.(BBI)Krily 


Mr.  A  lbs.  WiiM  E  Cook 

Iba.  Hyrtio  MeaetiM*** 

Ora  Bipttrt  Cbuicb 

Mr.  A  Mn.  WUBun  Boykin 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  Brananut 
Mr.  A  Mra  AEcrt  E  Mattox 
Mn.Cteulaln  Muma 
Ibv.  Neft  McAlam 
Mr.  A  Mre.  FmA  Pajstrid  CLU 
Mr.  A  Mre.  Lmda  WttUsmeon 
NriBaMcCm 
Stamm  Baptist  Cfaunh 
MnaEEMcCIttn 
Mn.  Bnoda  Wise 
Bdvrmd  D.  McCoal 
Dr.  A  lbs.  IoIb  D.  Haiper 
Mr.  A  lbs.  Jay  Ooee  n 
Ms.  Shiriay  Houston 
Hmry  MeCkaw 
Mn.  Aan  C  lUknm 
Mr.  BH  McLrilaa 
Mn.  Jooalyii  Cobm 
Mr.  AEmt  E  MebOtoa 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Noil  R  Sboraons 
Mr.  A  lbs.  JuBos  Rochoster 
n^n.  naery  aoc^nas 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Moo  Yubioagh 
Mr.EabmtMaodowo 
Mn.  Buno  J.  Gimfoam 
Dr.  BImlaa  L.  Mldririm  Jr 
Mn.  Aria  P.  Pur 
Mn.  Ganova  M.  Koys 
Iba.  JaBa  E  MMdMoa 
Mn.  EdMi  M.  Andaraon 
Mn.  Arie  P.  Farr 
Mn.  Qaneve  M.  Keys 
Mr.  Rkkard  MItkr 
Hn.  Meek  V.  Piwlow  Sr. 

Vera  MUner 
Hn.  Faae  Milner 
Mrilm  MHcbcll 
Graabor  Brodters  Inc. 

Mre.  Belrile  Manrm 
Mr.  WyndeU  A.  Varner 
Mr.  W.  D.  Moonty 
Mr.  A  Mra.  Curtis  Buriunen 


Clair  Moore 
Mn.  Hyre  Simmons 
EvoC.Morwi 
Devid  md  Dianne  Bielmd 
Goargo  Morat 
Mn.  Mtey  Womack 
Mra.  Mary  Kate  Morgan 
Hr.  A  Mn.  Joe  Ha«4iDs 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Pu  Junisoci  Ir. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  PoweU  E  Foe 
Mothte- of  Mr.  J.  E  Maas.  Jr. 

Mr.  Joyce  Cos 
Me.  Wimam  ABm 
Mr.  Ton  E  Roberts 
Mr.AaP.Mulllna 
Hr.  A  Mn.  Dm  Healy 
Mrs.  Leudito  Myora 
Mr.  Bob  Toro  Johnson 
MraOncarL.  Myars 
PoreU  BepektChiacb 
Mr.MaiwrilNaplir 
lb.  A  Mn.  J.  P.  KeUy 
Mra.  Mte^aB  Naandth 
Chsrtotte  told  Oeny  Broom 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Rmdy  Broome  A  Funily 
P.  C.Nkbob 

Mr.  A  Mn.  A.  Ommett  Wilsm 
W.MaNalon 
Hr.  Chteles  W.  Holmes 
Mr.WIIUomNalmi 
Mn.  Ihomas  W.  Hays 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Floyd  Lyak 
Mrs.  Chtebni  Ntethteo 
Mr.  A  Hn.  Tommy  Leshe  md  Mike 
Chmtor  Nnmudly 
Senior  Aduh  SS,  Piovidence  BC 
Tirining  Union  Class,  IVovidmot  BC 
Miss  Billia  Jo  Ashley 
Nonna  Jem  Wilcult 
Kate  NunaaUy 
Ms.  Frsaices  E.  Scruggs 
Mr.  Mecrle  Nunnery 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Donald  Cokinsn 
Mr.  md  Mrs.  W.  B.  Bufon 
Hudaott  teid  Valley  0*Nml 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  H.  Scruggs 
Mrs.  Nmnlc  V.  Odom 
Mr.  A  Mn.  A.  W.  Lang  Jr. 

Marion  Pace 

Mr.  A  Mn.  John  O.  Wu)rin< 

Mrs.  Ella  Panncil 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Dclmc  Andrew* 

Mra.  Ed  Parker  ^ 

Mr.  6l  Mrs.  Gus  Fvasu 
Robert  R.  Parkca 
Misses  Nelda  and  Fsyc  Jordan 
Mrs.  Geniva  ''JlmT*  Parka 
Ms.  Bilik  McCuliy 
Mr.  Walter  E  Pugh 
MelteaPattarM 
Mn.  David  E  Biooks 
Mrs.  Yvonua  Patt— esi 
Ms.  Sbisley  Houston 
OmdPiTBe 

Enuna  BAnoods  SS.  Calvary 
BClhpato 
TrtpPaebtoi 

Mr.  A  lbs.  Henry  Peebles  Jr. 
Mr.LaEPMrtc 
Mn.UEPetik 
Mre.  Bdftb  Mamey  PUMpe 
lb.  S.  Sidney  Maseey 
Mra.  Rato  Pkktew 
lb.  A  Mn.  E.  R  Sen^ 
LacBtoPIcfcatt 
Mn.  Mmank  MeConrrkk 
Cowart  ^pa  Jr 
Mr.  A  Iba.  Onnald  M.  RawU 
RlwIaPape 
Iba.  C  V.  Dyess 
Mr.  Cartae  Plica 
Mr.  A  l4s.  Rkkaul  Jakur 
Mra.  PkwidI  PrtsKt 
lb.  A  Mn.  Don  Hariy 
Mr.PaaIMm 
Mas  May  P.  Wyril 
Mre.  Ott  hade  P;^ 
lb.  Albs.O.C.PieTy 
Mra.  Maada  Rabara 
Mr.  A  Me-  W.  J.  Smoot  Jr. 
llr.Er.(Bli)Rmdto 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  T.  Ray  Ir. 
lb.  A  Mn.  Cbarlas  C.  Oarven 

X-  ■ - i  «>f  ■* - M 

aes.  jewu  w.  esooo 
Ms.  Betty  CMayfteld 
Mr.  A  Ms.  HolUs  PMer 
Security  Bmk 
Mr.LmBariittiy 
lb.  A  Mn.  lay  Gore  DI 
CMRatollfr 

Hauek's  Retreat  Baptise  Qiusch 
Mn.  Ctel  E  Huteon 
BabbtoRawle 

Joe  Staples  SS.  Bay  Vista,  Bibxi 

Robart  Ray 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  J.  Bmegar 
Dlaabatti  Raaca 

Baum  EAnoofo  SS.  Calvaor.  Tapelo 

■UttBrihRaaea 
Bb»w  BAnonds  SS.  Calvary 
BCIVgtelo 

Dr.W.P.Rama 

Mn.UP.BAte 

JammRIria 

Hr.  A  Mn.  Htevay  Ssrvell 
M.L.Rtekardam 
Mn.  Cteola  L.  Mattox 
Mrs.  Lima  RIebardmn 
lb.  AMn.WsUamClay 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norm  Staaplay  ^ 

Mre.  Bela  Raberean 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Delme  Andrews 
Mr.  Gena  Rabartaan 
Ms.  Bilik  McCully 
Hr.  A  Mn.  Moe  Yarbrou^ 

Mta.  Laeta  Robinmn 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Iverson  McKey 
Mra.  Jaaria  Martin  Ram 
Ms.  Oraoe  P.  Msitin 

(to  be  continuad) 
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CRET  WORD-FIND 


In  this  puzzle,  there  are  20  hidden  Bible  words  which  begin  with  a  “C.”  They 
are  spelled  horizontally,  vertically,  diagonally,  backward,  and  even  diagonally 
backward.  Can  you  circle  all  20?  After  you  have  found  them  all,  be  sure  you 
know  their  meanings.  Try  to  remember  where  you  have  read  these  words  in 
the  Bible. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Nadine  Carol 
Warden.  1  go  to  church  at  Pine 
View  Baptist  Church.  I  am  in  the 
3rd  grade  at  South  Forrest  Atten- 
dence  Center.  My  hobbies  are  rid¬ 
ing  horses,  collecting  trolls  and 
barbies,  writing  letters,  and  going 
shopping.  If  you  would  like  to  be 
my  pen  pal,  please  write  to  me  at 
80  App  Slade  Rd.,  Hattiesburg, 
MS  39401.  Please  send  a  picture. 

Nadine  Carol  Warden 


address  is  265  Pebble  Creek  Rd., 
Grenada,  MS  38901.  Please  send 
a  photo! 

Laura  Rounsaville 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Sarah  Whitehead. 
My  hobbies  are  swimming,  play¬ 
ing  with  my  brother  and  kittens.  I 
am  7  years  old.  Please  write  me. 
My  address  is  127  Friend  Rd., 
Hattiesburg,  MS  3940i. 

Sarah  \^tehead 


Source:  Tht  Big  Book  of  Bible 
^  Games  and  Puzzles  by  Joy 

OMacKenzie  &  Shirley  Bledsoe 
(ZondervanPublishingHouse. 
1982.)  Available  at  your  local 

O  bookstore  or  by  calling  800-727- 
3480. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club:  Dear  Pen  Pal  Qub:  ^  w  o  a  r  d  v  l  p 

My  name  is  Laura  Rounsav-  Hi!  My  name  is  Jessica  Cm  uMyeuron 

ille.  I  am  12  years  old  and  in  the  Stringer.  I  am  10  years  old.  My  Zm 

sixth  grade.  My  hobbies  include  birthday  is  Oct.  22.  My  hobbies  W  ®  bwgcand 

basketball,  football,  softball,  are  skating,  drawing,  listening  to  ^  jardczrt 
roller  blading,  and  listening  to  my  radio,  and  watcl^g  TV.  I  wiU 
music.  I  have  a  kitten  named  be  in  the  Sth  grade  next  year.  I  go 
Quincy.  My  favorite  TV  shows  to  church  at  New  Hope  Baptist 
are  “Saved  By  the  Bell,”  “Wild  Church  in  Foxwoith.  I  wish  some-  ^  ^ 

and  Crazy  Kids,”  and  “Lip  Ser-  one  would  be  my  pen  pal!  Please  GlV€  ACOWt  O  bfCttk 
vice.”  My  best  friend’s  name  is  write  me  at  348  Stringer  Bullock 
Lee  Anne  Hankins.  I  hope  you  Rd.,  Foxwofdl,  MS  39483. 
would  like  to  write  me.  My  Jessica  Stringer 

Olympians  looking 
for  IronKids  Team 

(DALLAS)  —  The  search  is  on 
for  the  first-ever  All-American 
IronKids  Team.  Ihree  of  America’s  all-expense  paid  trii 
Gold  Medal  athletes  will  lead  the  ton  D.C.  in  SeplemI 
new  program,  sponsored  by  will  meet  with  the 
IronKids  Bread,  to  find  10  of  Amer-  tour  the  dty,  and  par 
ica’s  Gold  Medal  Idds.  special  events. 

Track  star  Jackie  Joyner-Kersee,  To  be  considered 
swimmer  Mark  Spitz,  and  cyclist  submit  200-300  won 
Mark  Gorski  will  serve  as  team  ing  their  aduevemeD 
captains  for  the  All-American  gories  —  personal  | 

IrcxiKids  Team  —  a  select  group  of  and  nutrition,  ac; 
youths  who  exhibit  a  balanced,  extracurricular  acb 
healthy  lifestyle  through  their  acad-  must  be  submitted  b] 
emic  pursuits,  extracurricular  activi-  For  a  team  applic 
des,  and  personal  physical  fitness  guidelines,  children 
and  nutridon.  All-American  IronK 

The  team  will  be  comprised  of  Box  190950,  Dalh 
10  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  0950. 


Editor’s  note:  The  following  Add  1/2  cup  dishwashing  liquid 
is  reprinted  from  **lnsights  for  and  stir  again.  Dip  in  slotted 
Moms,”  published  by  Broad-  kitchen  spoons  or  fly  swatters 
man  &  Holman  Publishers,  127  with  boles  and  swihg  it  in  the  air 
Ninth  Ave.  N.  MSN  #143,  Nash-  to  make  bubbles, 
ville,  TN  37234.  —  Punch  holes  in  the  bottom 

of  7  and  14.  Team  members  and  Every  mom  needs  a  break  of  an  oatmeal  or  shoe  box.  Sl^  a 

when  she  can  relax  and  regroup,  flashlight  in  the  box  toward  the 
Here  are  some  fun  activities  you  ceiling  in  a  darkened  room.  (This 
can  get  started  for  your  kids,  then  is  a  good  activity  for  a  young 
prop  up  your  feet  while  they  have  child  who  resists  sleeping  during 
fun.  Some  of  the  ideas  are  for  rest  time.) 
younger  children  and  others  are  —  Macaroni  jewelry:  Mix  1 
for  older  children.  tabIe^>oon  of  food  coloring  with  2 

—  Use  your  TV  as  a  teaching  tablespoons  rubbing  alcohol  in  a 
tool.  Let  your  kids  watch  good  bowl.  Make  several  different  col- 
videos  that  capture  their  attention  ors.  Sir  macaroni  into  the  colored 
and  teach  values  at  the  same  time,  solutions,  then  spread  it  on  a 
(Try  Broadman  &  Holman’s  newspaper.  When  it  is  dry,  let 
“McGee  and  Me!”  and  “Secret  your  lads  string  it  on  shoelaces  for 
Adventures.”)  bracelets  or  necklaces. 

—  Crazy  bubbles:  Put  1  (^uait  —  Crazy  putty:  Measure  1/2 
of  water  in  a  shallow  tub.  Stir  in  cup  white  jdue  and  1/4  cup  liquid 
1/2  cup  sugar  until  it  dissolves,  starch  into  a  bowl  and  stir.  Pour 
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GPBUCA,  QUA  RW  TZ  WNCLNERUJ;  R  YRCC 
EKXWE  NJA  JUE  GP  NHKNRaT  HUK  EBP  CUKA 
IPBULNB  RW  TZ  WEKPJ(^EB  NJA  TZ  WUJQ,  BP 
NCWU  RW  GPOUTP  TZ  WNCLNERUJ. 

RWNRNB  EYPCLP:  EYU 


TCAIV 


Have  fun  ivith  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitutmt.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle.  Isaiah  Eleven:  Ten. 


(From  left)  Spitz,  Gorski,  Joyner-F«rsee 


